vertifement or ad Monitiony 
the Congregations , vvhich 
the New F: yelers,in the lowe 
| C ountries.wrirten in Dutche, 
Aud Publiched in Englis, 


PVVherein is handled + Prince pointe? 


| ef Religicn, 


| 

That Chrifttooke his Heth of Marie, 
haveing a true carthly,naturall bodie, 


That a Sabbath or day of reft,istobe 
holy everie Firht day cfthe weeke 


Thattheris no Stcceffon,nor priviles 
perfons in tlte- holie thinges. 


4. That Magiftracie, being 
pancé of God, debarreth not being, “ 
of the Church of Chrifts 
After thefe followes certen demandes 
| concerning Gods decreeoffalva- 
Pro.29,1. 
They that harden their neck, yvheh they, 
ec 
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Brantfon,and'the Congregations 
. 


hereoftheyare, 
Aveing Jong defired to. publith 
our Faith vate this nation and in perticuler 


vnto thofe, congregations wherof you arc; 
(as Wee have formerly donete our owneNa- 


cion):and: alfo to make-knowne the.chinges wherein 


wee differ, and are VVec have now 
mercie of God,thus farr., brought our 


defires to 
{ufficiency that wee areno better able to:manifelt your 
© errors uote you, wee have divers caufes-from good 
+ grounds to do this wee have done. F irft becaufe we are 
boundto difcover the muterie of iniquitic,by alt good. 
iio that wee can:and in the cupp that fhe hath fi- 


Ted co vs,co fill hir the duble. Secondly that wee might 


_, | throughrhe grace of God (if your willing nainds be 
thereunto)be unftrumentes of good, vnto you herein & 
» che rather, becaufe yout haue beneinftruméts 4f good ia 
) difcovering divers of our erors unto us, Which weeac 
knowledg ro the praife ofGod,& with thak full harts to 
} you,Now in that wee do this by way of oppofition and 
} yeptoofe pabliquély, woh vou did by inftruction priva- 
tely:for our defence hercin, wee anfwere: you cane 


quely amongtt us, and advanced your error of 


uccelfion and order , From the proportion of the 


fcriptures,and have deftroyed the fakh of manie ther= 


for finifter refpect; were willinge to folloy*e 
you: weehave delet divers times with divers of yor 


privately , bur you have lighsly regarded our lovee 


admonitions efteeming all as nothinge wee havelauy: 


fome of you in your finne {Cexing to mae 
ich you , who are iultly cut of Frou) 
§ God and his people, for their falling avvay from Grace, 


this people one} 


Vehaye 


de Ries, Reynier VV ys 


pafle,being onely wnfacified for our in< 


| 
| 
1 


| 


From ou)t 


— 
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l 
ten ‘particulerly unto you H, de R, but all is..jm vaine, 


ui, as vaine. Thus are wee Conftrained for, the de 
fence of the truth of God ‘wee pro 


gomake it knovvae all that vvee have cauile 
publifh thefe thinges in this 
gmanmer as yvee vate all,and 
@eyour that vvee have ftronge grounds for 
| ghelerhinges vvherein yvee differ From you ; though 


“yvee be the mainteyhance of them. If ame 


 fhalop part or all of tharis Heere vvritten, vvee 
defire 
For our underftandings,as vvee have caufed 
thie to be fet over into dutch for all yours,and if there 
De caule of Replye, vvee vvill by the affittance of God 
nivere,v vitha!l the abilyry vvherevvithGodfhall ma- 
eusatle.Pareyou vyell, Peace and leve,vvieh Faith, 


From God,and From our Lord Iefts Chriff, be with all 


are in Chrilt lefus Amen, 


that 
weemay not feeme to jultifecyou in your evils "and 


lkindnes, chat it may befet over into 


a -toiprévent you i in Phar kvill, vvee have tit. 


that you efteefe che truth Wvée profeffe, and us here- 


‘Thomas Hel iM 
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» HeHolie vvriter Iohn ia 
the fecond of the Revelation, 
g tinge co the Church of Pargamus 
S@) one of the SeavenChurches in Afia, 
vvritcth thys verf,14. Ihave a fevy 


Even foo haift thou alfo,them that maintayne the doc- 
trine of the Nicholaitanes , vvhich thinge I hate. ~And 
vvriting to theChurch of Thyatira ver,z0,he faith Ihave 
a fevy thinges againft thee,that chou fuffereft the 
man Iefabell;{n all vvch,the holy man of God teacheth 
this char it is great impietie for anie Church of Chrifg 


to fuffer anje talfe Teachers, or ame Falle doctrinetobe 


mainteyned by anie that are amongit them: and if they 
do and repent not,the lord that hats wickednes afmuch 


now as ever, vvill certenly come againft them vvith the 


fame iudgments there threatned in his vvord.And there= 


tere wee love fore-warne you, that profefle your fel- 
Ves to be che Church of Chritt,and yer have ( heare- us 
with patience) fo manic. doctrines of devalls profefled 
and mainteyned amongft you that you repent , ieaft the 
Lord up jn wrath againft you: vyeeipeake not by 
reports, but of our ovyre » haveing heard 
vvich our owne eares and feene vvith our owne cics 
the thinzes vvhereof vvee fhall by. Gods affiftance 


{peakes 


4 


a 
{ INE SS aS thee, 
aift them there that mainteynethe 
Joétrine of Baalam, and Vert. 
| 
} 


athe Fisft matter wee will {peake to yous, 


“tein your iniquitie greatly aboun 


you haveamongft you,that deay Chrift to have taken 
Fleff of Mary:fome holding chat he brought it from 


heaven , and fome not knowing from whencehec 


brought it,both which deftroy the Eaich of Chrilf 


whoarefach as Thapottle 2, Pet, 2,1. Speaketh of;. 
which privily bring in damnable herifies,even denying, 


the Lord that hath bought chem: 


To {ay fomethinge to the Firft that hold that he 
brotight it from heaven, that the groffhes of their 


black error raay appeare, The ground of {cripcures 
teftifie chat that which is heavenly, 
therefore if Chrift btoughthis Flefh from heaven, the 
he maft have had ‘a heavenly body, in that there can 


nothingefrom heaven,but that which is heavé~ 
ly,and Thapoitle 1.Cor,14.faich of heavenly bodyes: 
They areglorious,they arc not but of power, 


they are {pirituall, they are jmortall. Now in that. 


‘Chrifts bodie was mortall and died, ie was not a hea- 


venly; glorious, (pirituall, powerfull bodie:buc was an 
earthly,naturall weake body,and had the fame infir- 
mities chat our bodies have(finne excepted,as is fhe- 


wed Heb,4.15.For wee have not an hich Prieft that 
_ cannot becouched ‘wich the feeling of our infirme- 


ties, Bue was inall thinges temptedin like fore, yet 
With yur finne:as alfo Chap.s.2, whichis able fuuici- 


ently to have compaffion on them that are ignorant, 


and thar are out of ‘the way bécaiifethat he allo is 
compatled with infirmitie. And his infirmities ap- 
ae ih that he was hungrie Mar,4.2.. He was weaty 
lohi4.6,He was trobled, and his foule was in great 


heayines Mar.14.33.34,And he confefleth his Flefhis 


infirmiti¢ 


thefé infismieties, nor anie, 


| 
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Of Chrifts Blefh, 
could not come from he1ven, fori mheaven, 
there is no.tumperfection.not impertet chinge. And. 

‘can heavealy bodies be. weary 
they be hungricacan they be trobled , and cheir foules, 
be inhsavines? orare they sweake and morrallechan is. 
there miferie in heavea, waich cannot be. Therefore it. 
> isco be concluded, never to be deayed , .by anie thar. 
have Grace, that Chritt brought not his Blefh from 
heaven,in that chere was infirmitic aid weakenes. 
© (which is in his FleCh, Aad heere)have~. 
ing fo fitt occaZon) let_ys fperke a word by the way, . 
+ to them,. in whofe finné death & hell hathconfented, 


which fay thar God was turned into,or made Ficlh. 
4) How could God be made. weake Flefh > wach was 


») full of infirmities, as hath bene fhewed by che {crip= 
tures Chrifts Flefh was.Anl wirereas fome of thefé. 
fay,that all chae Chritt faffered and did in the Flefh. 
+ was bur in fhewe,it {halbe unto them accordiag to 
their faith,if chey repent noc,for they {hall havea Sa-~ 
yiourbyt in fhewe:and though the wil full perverfe. 


ftiffnes of thefe m? promife liccile hope, yer let us fay, 


-® what by the Graceof God wee are anie way able,. 
§ ifwee might by our belt endeavours ftopp men from 
» runing fo violently to condemation in this accurfed 
iudgment that they hold, which fay, all thac Chrilt 
fiffered and did heare upon carth, was but in {hewe, 
for this parpole wee will commend theg odly 
difpofed Reader unto the xv.th, Chap. of the firft to, 
the Corinths ,where Thappoftle declares: unto them 
againe. the Gof pell which he had formerly preached, 
and whichthey had received, and whereby: they were 
faved, except they had beleeued ia yaine. And he fhe« 
weth chat firit of all he had delivered auto them, thar. 
Chrift died for their finnes,and thar he was buried, && 
rofe again che third day.So wee fo have you. 
beleved faith Thapoltl.nos with {tanding all 


fe 


Corinthians were fallen co fay that there wasno 


seétion of the dead, with whome Thappoftle (becanfe’ 


tie knewehat they had recevid and beléeved that’ 
Chrift died and was raifed againe) reafoneth thus:If 
there beno refurrection of the'dead chen is Chritnot 
rifen,and if Chrift benot rifen then is our preaching 
vaine,and yout faith is ‘alfo‘vaine, and-wee are foun 
alfo falfe witnefies 6t God’, for wee have teftified of 
4God that’ he hath raiféd up Chri, whome he hath not 
raifedup, if fo be the dead be not raiféd. Jor if 
the dead be'not raifed then is Chrift not raifed, 


ye are yet in your finnes: and they that area flecpe in 7 
Chriff are perifhed; and if inthis life onely weehave *% 
lope in Chrift,wee are ofall men moft miferable. The | 
Appoltle by thefe unde nyable arguments and reafons 
proves hriits death and refurrection; Firft chat Chrift 

died ver.3-And for profe of that, he takes the teftimony 

Of the itriptures,and by the fame profe and warranthe = © 
proves thatie was buried and rofagaine and for further 


confirmation of his being raifed from the dead, 


ftle produceth the witnes and teltimony of Cephas 
aw him. and of the twelve,and he was feene of 
then fyve handreth brethren at once;and after oftames; 
Then of all che Appoftles,and Luft of all ofhimfelfand 
he addeth for further p.oofe hereof, their preaching,fo 
‘wee preach faith Thappoftle and he appealeth unto 
their owne contciences,for this truth of Chrifts death 
in‘faying unto them have you be- 
HeateThappoftle , that they might be brought to, 
the fight of the depth of the iniquuie of this their er- J 
for,deClares unto them, what doth receflarily followe 


be no tefurrection,andfo Chrift be not raifed 


“you 


SP 


_ 


| | and if Chrift be not ratfed your faith ts vaine, 
¢ 


ChrifiesFlefh, 
(you that fay, there is no refuutrection,aud fo thatChrift 


1s not rilen Froth the dead) this followeth, you mak¢. 
all our preaching vairie, and fo are wee preachers of 


vanie thingesAnd you make ys alfo falfe witnelles of 
God, for wee have teftified of God, that he hath rafed 


_ up-Chrift from the dead,and this repioach do you caft 


upon ys.And upon your {elves this evill do you dung 


in faing there is no refurregtion, and fo chat Chrift i. 
not rifen From the dead, your owne faithis in yaine, 


you have a'vaine faith and you are yetin your finn¢s,. 


all your finnes ref&upon you : fusther..more by 


his your faying, you bring this 1udgment upon 
afi that sre dead he they are all perijhed 
and all the faith full in Chrift that are leveing, you 
make them of all men mofe miferable, _ And haveing 
thus layde before them all the ¢vill of. this therefaying 
there is. no refurrection, he concludes, but now isChrift 


| __ rien from thé dead, and was made the Firft fruits of 


them that 


|. {hewed unto the Corinthians (that {aid there was no. 
refurrection where followed that Chrift was not 

rifen)upon all thofe that fay Chrift died but in fhewe,’ 

and fo died not at all in truth, it is moft plaine that all 

this evill comes upon their heads, for in that they fay, 

Chrift died but in fhewe,they muft needs fay , -hedid, 


rife againe but infhewe,and fo was there no sefurrecti-, 


on in truth, And here do they (moft miferable men, 
chat they ate all ) preaching moft.. 
vaine,for then arethey. s of yanities and{ha- 
dowes, if Chrift be dead but in fhewe:fo.do they make; 


them falfe witnefles of God, for they have teftified of 
God that he rafied upChrift from thedead, whome he 


hath not raifed up,iffo it be he died not. Thenisthe 


or _upon th 


To stirtie al this evill that Thappofile hath Heere. 


faith full in vainc, and their finnes are yet. 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
; 


ac 
fen 
of them that flept. And therefore Thappoltles preach- 
—nges are not vaine, neither are they falfe, witnefles. 
of God. And che faith of che fatchfull is notin vaine,, 
neither are any parte of there finnes abidinze or re- 
maayningyet yponthem. And the fiichfull that are 
afleepe are not perifhed; ‘neither are che faithfulh 
life of all mea moft miferable. But all this is. 
their portion that fay Chrift died butinfhewe(which 
is not.at all) their preaching ts vaine, and they are pre- | oy 
achers of moft vaine thinges . And thev are Wits 
nefies of God, in that they teftifie thar Chrift died nor, 4 
and fo that God raifed him not vp from the dead, f 
their faith is vaine, and they areyer in cheir.finnes, 
and all chat are dead in this their falfe faith ave peril- i 
hed: and thus are cheireftates hercia molt miferable, 

VVhat were [itffictent to Speake chis \vicked 
blafphemous opinion of theirs, witich fay Chrifts 
ferings and death were burt in fheive, chef are chey 
that In the bigheit deg:ee deny Chrit ro be come ia. 
the Fle ifthey did confefe and béleeve that 
Chrift were come in the Flelh, then mult they of force . 
confedechar he died, for all Flefh mult dye. 
and be chanved,as is Thewed Ua, 1,Pet 14.24 
All Flefh is gratfe, and all the glory the-eofisas the 
Flower of the Feild, And all the of man ts asthe , 

Flower of graffe which wirherech and Failed 
Allthedifciples of Ch ift never made quetion of his 

i death for they faw and were fare he was dead, and 
thesctore they bezat to doubt of his sefurrection 


ad 


| Of Chrifts Flefh, 1% 
chem, if Chrift be not dead afd rifen againe,then are 
all that area {leepe inChnitt perif hed. and all the faith. 

fall liveing are of all men mof mifgrable, But we | 
clude againit them all chat fay Chrift died but in fhe 

| with tne fame words that the Apoftle concludes 


} 


through infidelitie, which there had beneno enllorfor 

thet to doubr of,ifchey had bene of thefe mens 
~ ypionsthar he died but hewe, 
Inthar all chat is fpoken of the refurrection from 
the dead,is {poken of Chritt, ic fhall not be amifle yer 
further to confider what the holy ghoit by the A 
poftle thewerhin this the 

| refurrection from the dead, for by his re‘urrection a 


his death (hall appeare, This is that chen which Tha- 
poftl hath fert downe heare concernmge C hrifts death | 
and refurretid6 and conceming his naturallandearth~ 
dy bodie,and his {pr ituall and heavenly body, Thap- 
poftle doth {hewe of all in the 3.VerfTharChrift 
died,and Verf20 is C hnft :ifen from the dead, 
and Verf’35,chere is aquefien how rhe dead are rat- 
fedup:t0 which queftion the Arpoftle weres, 
{peaking of ail dead bodses: m general and cf C huifts 
} bodie in particuler {whome be hath fhewed in 
the frit of them thar fleepe) 
ichchoutoweit(faith Thappofitle}is not quic- 
, ned except it dye,reaching hereby a+ he had fhewed 
__« before that Chrilts body cid dye, and all bodies mutt 
dye firft,orels they cannet be quickned,that is raifed 
againe from the dead ver£36. Then it being moft evi- 
dently in this {cripeure Thar C hrift was 
fed from the dead, itis as evidernly heere proved that 
 hemutt needsand ded firft dye-for Theppoftl:) 


it could not be quickned except ix firfidye.And 
pa haveing thus annfivered co chat part of the que- 
jon,in fheweing how thedead are raifed, then he 
proceeds to the queftion, whch is, with what 


les come they furth,ce which qneftione hee anf- 
wereth Verf. fowch not thar body that 
thalbe,batGod givcch ita bedy at his pleafure,co eve- 
ty feed his owne body, Heere Thapefilefrewech,that 
Chr, bedy,& ail bodyes chac.are of Chr. (for of thofe 


| 


Ot Chills 


if 
doth he fpeake as appeareth verf,43,)arenot ra | 
fed in the yelrre€tion with thofe bare bodies that are 
fowen,but God giveth a bedie at his pleaiure; evento © 


every (eed his owne body, thatis to théleed of man, 


all one body (to them whichare rai/edin Chri't)tor 
there is buc one Flefh of men, The Apoftle haveing — 
Heére Firlt fhewed, that the fame bare hody that is 
fowne-thall not lo up agatne;then he fheweth 
‘what manner of body it{halbe in the refurre€tion,apd © 
wherein it 4 hall difter from that wch.was fowenand , 
died.In. the 40.verf.{aith 
_ ly bodiesjand eart hly bodies, and in the 49, verl, wee _ 


{ hall beare the mage of the heavenly, Heere is.fet 


downe with what-nanner of bodies the dead arerafed 


and hiilt being the fruits of the dead, with 
a body was he rayfed: chen followeth' how the hea- 


venly body and the earthly body do differ inglo- 
ry: The earthly body is corrupe,dif honorable, weakey 


naibrall, and mortall:The heavenly body is incorrupt 


glorious, firenge “The jmage of 


tidcarthly body wee have from che Firli Adam, weh 


‘was made (fait Thappofile) a hveingfoule, thatas, 


natural and earthly. They mage of ihe heavenly body 
-allthat ae of Chrift {hall have,frem the laft 
-aguicning ipinit, that iy{piritual!,heavenly weh is the 
oft hrifis glorious body after his rcfurreétion. 
‘Thus wee {ce the whole drift and intent of ,Thappoii! 
in all this {cripture is to. prove the refurreétion. from 
dead,and how tke dead rife, and with man- 

ner.of bodies,and all this by C hrifts dearth and. re- 


tecaufe ashe died and rife againe,in the’ 


fathe orcer verf-23.with the fame bodies va fao.fhall 


all that are of C hriftrife 2gaing, proveing hereby alfo 
that hrift had anaturall,carthly, and n-ortall body; 


nes: 


< 


in coituption, in dithoner, and in weakc- 
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body,Heavenly,jmmort 
ly fet downe,if men that have eles would fee , and 


OFC HAS Fleth, 
tailed in Incorruption, in glory, in power, 2 {piri tualt 
> 


What can be more plaine- 


would not wincke with their eies;why will men pers 


the feriptures to their owne diftruction ? takeing 


Heere a peece of a fentence,and there a péece, and nes 
ver lookeing to the {Cope and fence. And thus much 
according to our fale talent to { hewe the error of 
them that are fallen,to fo deepe difiruchion, as to fay, 
God was turned into fleth, and fo his death and all his 
ings were but in fhewegand to ftay them (if by 


> the grace of God it may be) that are not fallen 


far. 

And now to fpeake to them that knowe not from 
whence Chrift had his flefh, they fee it proved that 
from heaven he could not have ir, for then there could 
not poffibly have bene infirmitie init, They fee fur- 
ther,or the grace ofGod migheté,: hat Chrilt 
had anaturall,earthly, mortal! bedy, and that there 
is bur one Flefh of men:will chey fiill rematne igno- 
rant and doubting whence Chrift had his fiefh? then 
do they ftill remaine in {inne. Let them therefore leave 
their doubting(weh is through their ignorance)if they 
looke for falvation by C brift:and lec them knowe and 
beleeve from the fcriptures of God, » ThatC hriltis of 
the {ced of David, and of the !fralites according to the 
Flefh, Rom,2.3.And9.$. The Sonne of Mary the vir~ 
gine,made of hir fubftance.Gal.4.4, And fo doth this 
agree with the Fiift promifle made concerning Chritt 
Gen.3,15.V Vhere 1: is fpoken by God: That the feed 
of the woman fhall breake the ferpents head, without 
wch knowledg and Faith, noman fhall ever be faved: 
ffor there is no falvation, but by Chrift the promifled 
feed of the woman. Bhofe therefore amonge you 
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OP ChriftsFleth, 
willnot knowe cnd beleeve that Chri 


js the feed of 
the woman,conccyued in hi: Wombe, by thie power. 


ff the theft high overfhadowing hir, fhall néver be. 


ved'byC the promiffed feed of the woinan, This. 
“then is your great dinne that you futfer manic atnong ft. 


you that mainteyrie a falfe faich concerning where. 
Chrift had his Flefh;and yop approve and allowe of, 
fome,that hold and mainteyne, no faith concerning, 
where C hrift had hi: Flefh,.and fo do. you approve. 


and mainteynethcm in their finne, for wharicever 


anie holds or mainteynes not of faithis finne:and to, 
be ignorant of anic part cfthac the {criptures hath 
iianifefted is finne,and to detcimyne to remaine ig- 
norant,andfo to. continewe usto the end.is. death, 
for without repentance anjie one finne is death 
Thappoftle Janies {heweth Jam.2.10, VVho foever 
hall kepe the whole ‘law and. yet faileth in ene point 
he is giltie of all, Deceyve not suse foules then by 
hoiujhing them m their finne, which you do,in Lyin 
icis netneedfull co falvation to knowe whence hnitt 
had his Flet hyasthough there were anie part of the 
lew or gofpell,not necdfull to falvation, And itthere 
be grie part of rhe law not needtull then Chriftneed 
not to have cometo fulfill the whole Jaw, which he 


Gidas he faith Mat,s.17.And if there ke anie part of 


the gefpel of fajvaticn (which Chrifthath purchafed 
with his blood Frhe.1.13-14,) net needful] to falva- 
tien, then hrift hath purchaf¢d more then.is need- 
full,n the fcare of Cod walke not thus by your owne 


fuflaing {mple {cules,to wal- 


ke in the waies of death and condemnaticn, 


' 
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Should be fo wicked as to -thag all thefe 


Of the day of reft. 


_ The fecond is,chat manie among you (and how fart 
you are al] poluted wee knowe not but have great'caule 
to feare)do profeffe & practice not to kepe the feaventh 
day,a day of reft,8¢ holy vato the lord,abolifhing here- 


_ inthe law, which was givenin the mount our of the 


midit of the fire in the day of the aflemblie, and which 
Was written inthe Tables with the finger of God,as is 
{fhewed Exod.20,8,9,10,11.and Deut, 9,10, Of all wch 
whole law, our faviour C hrift faich M&, 5,17..18, lam 
not come to diftroy, but to fulfill:for nuely I fay vnto | 
you,till heaven,and earth perifh, one -jote or one title 
of the law fhall not f{cape, till all thinges be fulfilleds 
not with ftanding all this {poken by God the father, & 
IefusChrilthis fonne,manie of you with an high hand, 
rafe out,and diftroy one of thefe TenCommandements 
written by the finger of God Exod. 34:28, and you will 
have but Nyne,renting afunder-the law of God, and 
cafting away what is not pledfing ynto you. Not hol- 
ding the exainples of the difciples of Chrift a fufficient 
rule of direction for you,who as isf hewed Act. 20,7 
anid '1.Cor,16,1,2, The firft day of the weake came to- 
gether to breake bread. Vpon cuery vvhich fait day of 
the weeke, when they were come together Paul ordey- 
ned in the Churches, that every one fhould lay afide for 
the neceffitie of the Sainets,that there might beno ga- 
thering when he came, 
How will you be ablet d before'the lord 
ih? He hath eftablifhed a law,the which it is more ea~ 
fie that heaven and earth fhould paffe away, then' that 
one title of the law fhould fall Luc.16.17. And if you 
now be able to fhewe (whith God forbid that anie 


— 


fur cher tofhewe you chat wich you 


your rule be true (which is as falfe as Godis gue)r 


words,fpoken and writren by God himfelf. Remember 


the Sabath day to keepe it holy,be no part,jot, nor tit<— 


tle of this law,then you have fome cullor for che evill 
you practice and protefie hereingbur dare anie moueth, 
of blafphemy {peake it.? or anie hand of blafphemy 
“write 1t? wee hope no, why then give glory to God, & 
- ¥epent of this your finne, and pray the lord that if it be 
pollible the thoughts of your harts, the blafphemy of 
your mouethes, and the wickednes of your hands m 
befurviveh you. And finne not as you do againft God 
in turning away your feet from the Sabath of the lord, 
and docing vour owne wills on his holy day,wherein 
alfo you do wronge to man, and beaft,to whome the 
ford hath in mercie given a {peciall day of reft, But 
ll never be able 
ann{were,Our Sauiour Chrift Mat,z4.20, {peakeing 
of the diftruction of lerufalem(which was to come to 
pafle,& did, long after his death)faith, Pray that your 
flight be not in the winter, nor on the Sabath day, {hes 
vndenyably,that ther {hould ftill remaine a fpe- 
ciall day of reft, fot the people of God to worfhip hina 
en:vpon which day Chnifts bidds them pray thar their 
Bight be noc,that chey might not be forced to flie wh® 
‘they fhould reft and worf hipp God, And if ourSaviour 
Chrift had ment that his difciples fhould have bene of 
your indgment, it had bene all one, vpon what day 
their flight had bene, God give you grace to fee your 
great error herein, that you may not {till be hate full 


God,and men,and Beatts, And this much of this, 


except further occation be offered: Omitting to fhe- 
‘. «we you all che confufion you bring inro che Church 


When there {hafbe no day certea whereon the difci- 


. ht to come together,to edifie one an other, to 
pray,aad to gather for the Sainéts , if 


Ofche day of ref, 3 


‘ 
> | — 


» 
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| Of the day of reff. 
ehule, whether they wili come at all, except you have 
aurhoritie to make a law to bind them, which furé 
have not from iGod:even fo do you copfound hereby 7m 
all due proceeding inthe rule of admenition by the im 
Church, if there be no certen day when theChurchare 
bound to meet.But wee will paiie by this, hopeing you 
will fall vnder the former ground,and then will 
€afily {ee (through the grace of God) all thefe thinges, 
and manie moe Which accompanie that your error, 
that do veterly deftroy all godlines, Religion , and the. 
holy communion of Sainéts. Therefore repét and for- 
fake this your error, for it you do thus diftroy the lawe 
of God,thcre can be no Keligion of God in you, 


| 
3 - 
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~ 


‘no peo 


Succeffion: 


@rthirdly you have among you (and your Leaders are 
T tie hereof ) them that miainteynea Succeffion, 
and that {fom your i and you will ha- 
ve all people,and nations, and tongues to come to you, 
and your begininges for the Ordinances of Chrift: and 
ple may have power to adminifter in the holy 
thinges'except they firft joyne themfelues to you , and 
be one with you and receive power and all the holy 
thinges from you.Herein do you with the man of finne 
exalte your (elves above all chat are called of G od,and 
you take’ ynro your felves chat preferment vnder the 

ofpell,thar God gave onely vnto the Iewes vnder the 
Their preferment (faith Thapoftle Rom,3,1.2.) 
Was Much every manner of way:for cheifly becaule 
wnto them were of creditt comitted the oracles ofGod, 
And will you thus(as you do) take this honor to your 
felves?Is your preferment much every manner of way? 
are the oracles of God comitted vnto you of credit to 
be kepe > {hewe by what prophecie of fcriprure you 
challenge chefe chinges,if you can, Se ye this ground 
(which proceeds from great pride and arrogancie but 
yet of ignorace wee hope) you accompt your felves Ie~ 
rufaiem and the kingdome of heaven: indeed (wee con- 
feffe)if you could prove your felves Ierufalem , and the 


Kingdome of heaven,then were all bound to come vnto" 


gou,and all che holy thinges mult needs _proceed from 
you:for chus doth the holy goft in che {criptures on 
of lerufalem, leading vs from the earthly lIerufalem 
vnto the heavenly Ierufalem,which you call your fel- 
ves,and are called of them that woril hip you and fall 
downe before you,as wee {hall prove fome do,to your 
etein fuffering,and drawing chem to it, and co their 
ever 


om 


Chalbe the people?And are you mon. t Sion? 


ever lafting diftruétion in fo doeing and fuffering them 


felves co be fo drawen, Thus then doththe holy ghott 
of the heavenly Ierufalem in the {criptures la, 2, 
3:And manie people {hall fay fu Come and let ys go 
Vp to the mountaine of the lord to the houfé of the 
God of Iacob,and he will teach vs his waies , and wee 
will walke in his patches ;for the law fhall go turth of. 
Syon,and the woid of the Lord from Jerufalem.In like 
manner {peaketh the Prophet David Pfalm,1y0,2.. The 
lord J hall fend the rodd of thy poWer out of Sydn. Ate 
thefe Prophecies ment of you? If the law,and the word _ 
of the lord be come furth of and frorh you , then are 
Sim this Syon:then are you this Ierufalem. Thappoft!e 
aule taught the Corinthians,not to thinke fo ot them 
{elves when he faid ynto them.1,Cor,14,36. Came the 
word of the lord out from you ? either came it ynto 
rv onely?Be you alfo taught of Thappeltle and be 
umbled,and humble your felves you high minded 
peopled (wee {peake onely ro thofe that are thus myn-~ 
ded)and confefieyour finne,andRepent,) 
If this will not yet fuffice, let vs {hewe you by the 
word of truth further,that you ¢4in no {pirituall fence 
be called Ierufalem.Pfal 122.3.4.. Thus fyeaketh rhe 
holy. Prophet. Ie: ufalem is brilded as aCittie that ts 
Compact together in it felf, wherevnto the tribes,even 
the Tribes of thelord go vp to thc teftimeny to IHraell , 
to praife che name of the lord. And Pfal.125.1, Moune 
Syon cannot be removed, but remanicth for ever, Are 
you this Cittie fo compaét_to gether in your felves? 


dye be the Cittie, then are you none of the Tithe 5 
‘Dut the Tribes muit come to you, might you not by | 


the grace of God fee your great ignorance herein, thae 
ou cafinot defce:ne berwixt theCittic and the people, 
ut you wilbe the Cittie.VVee demaund of you who 


~ 
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 mesof thetwelveA 


the ioy that 


Suceeffion, 


‘w 
Mount Syon,which cannot be removed? and thal you 


remaine for ever? if you can promilfe this of your fel- 
yes, you go beyond all che excellent Churches that are 
{poke of in the new teftament,whereof there remaines 
no mention at this day ro be feen¢ but onely -thac the 
fcripcures teftify chat fuch Churches there were buc 
not one of them hath remained vato this day, There- 
forenone of them were Mount Syon:And will you lift 
vp de 3 horne oy high,and be more then they all? this 
4s the foolifhnes of tolly, beare with our rudenesyThe 
Jord knoweth wee feeke his glory arid your good he- 
rein,although our infirmities may too much appeare. 
Itis your turning from theg your evilis that wee difire, 


for Gades glorie and the falvation of your foules: and — 


therefore will wee through Gods grace,endeayour 
further to fhewe yoy your error jn this point, — : 
ThePraphet jn the 48.Pfat,2.3, Seaketh on chis 
Mount Syon Northward is faire in {cituation,it is the 
s0y of the whole earth & the Citie of the great kin 
In the Palaces thereof God is knowne for a refuge,an 


verl.8.God will eftablifh iz for ever,Selah,To add vnta— 


this, the g‘orious difcription fo at Jarge fert downe by 
he faw,that great Citie thae 
holy Ierufalem defeending out of heaven from God, 
Whole wall had twelve foundations, Ad i chem the na- 
es ‘es of the lambe verl.14.weh 
Citie hath no need of the Sunnc, neither of the Moone 
to (hinne jn it, for-the glorie of God doth light it, and 
the lambe is the light of it verf.23. And the pecole,that 
are faved {hall walke in the light ‘of it verf.24, And the 
Nation, the kingdome that will not ferye thee hall 
perifh : and 


¢ nations fhalbe ytieriy difioyed 
your felves now how unlike you are this 

| Citie 3 are you the joy of the whole earth } forrowe is 
wee ‘the poore winelles of Chrift havein | 


1] 


‘ 
| 


Of Succefsion, “4 


are faved walke in the lightofyota 
‘and fhall thenation,and kingdome that willnot ferve. | 
you perifh ? God forbid : be ‘content and gladeto 
ve this Citie your joy, and to be Citizens Of this Citie, 
and to walke in the light ofit, and to ferve it orels you 
and be deftroyed, Buc this Ciriecannog 
peri{ h nor be deftroyed,but you may be,and therefore 
you arenot this Ierufalem :and the world knowes 
that you are not theearthly Ierufalem, winckeno¢ 
With rt eles but fee, and ftepp not your eares but 
heare how the word ofGod doth convince you in this 
your ¢esror. 
- And now wee befeech the vpright harted amongft 
ou to he willing to heare what ThappoitlePaule doth 
fhewe Yerufalem to be, and fellowe not your owne in- 
ventions herein. Th’appoltle to the Gal.4,22-26,fne~ 
weth,that Abraham had two fonnes,and twa wives, 
ope fonne by 4 fervant,and one by afree woman, hewch 
was borne of che fervane was bortie after the fielh,and 
he that was cf the freewoman was borne by promille. 
By thewhich thinges , another thinge is ment (faith 
Th'appoftle ) for thefe mothers are the two teftamen- 
tes, The one which is Hagar or Synais a mountaine m 
Arcbia,and it annfwereth to Ierufalem which now Js, 
and fixe is in bondage with hir children But lerufalem 
whichis above , is free whichis che mother of us all, 
Thus doth Th’appoftle fo plaincly 2s is poffible( for the 
vnderftanding of all) teach, that by Hagar che bondwoe._. 
‘tinct, is mente the old Ierufalem which is the old Tefta-. 
-ment,with all the carnal ordinances thereof. And by 
Sarah the free woman, is ment the new Ferul@:tchenew 
‘Teflarhent, with all the {piriruall ordinances thereof, 
And this fpirituall mother; which is Sarah the free wo~ 
man, the new leritfalem, the ugw Teftament ts mocher 
of all'thar are borne after the fpirit: and they ars hip 
Th appoltle faith of ochers.: 
+ cw 


| 


Nowwill you be this lerulalem, the mother of ali the 
faith full? will ic not {uffice you to be children, but you 
mult be. the mother of all? Do but fee how. herejn: you 
asics with chatAntichrift ofRome that wil be the mo- 
Churches,How farr contrary is this,ro all 
ter f your profelfion, who p rofefle. fuch hamble- . 
nes o fmynd in all thinges,and yet hereyn to feeke thus 
highly to advace yours felyes above the poore fervants 
_ of God, that through his grace and mercie by. the po- 
wer of his word and fpirit, are borne. childreh of. the 
free woman:and though weak childré,yet borneas free 
as you or anieswhat great evillis this (in foo maine of 
you as. Would)to fecke to bring vs in bondage vnto you 
you cannot(by aine war of Gods word)have 
anie more freedome in.ani¢ holy thingé,or to anie holy 
thinge, then wec,if wee be all the Children of one mo- 
then are wee brethren. Synne not thus againit 
not vs,by fecking to tread vs. vnder 
bays you do,in adyanceing your felves over -. 
vs to bring in tubiection: > ‘Who are borne as free) 
asyou, 
This being the word God made-cleare thee 
neither you,noranie Church ,congrégation, 
are lerufalem,it will eafily follow, that nether you,nor 
anie Church congregation or people are rhe kingdome 
of heayen:for the heavenly Jerulalent,and the kingdome . 
‘of heaven areall one,as ail that haveanie vnder{tanding - 
and knowe;Therefore it {hall not be needfull to~ 
vie manie words mo in this caule,lett vs:infhort theres 
fore fhewe what.thefcriprures {peaketh of the king- 
| dome of heaveh.Our Saith. 
| . Sbus,Surely I alfo:preach the kingdome of God 
for therefore amlfent, This kingdome 
anie ynderftandinge be ment of anie people, 
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~ that before fpoken of Ierufalem which is, that it is the 


, Feltament, And.thus, {peaketh our Saviour Chyift 


| 
| 

| 


_Ioh.3,5...excepe aman be borne of water, and-ofthe 


7 


{pirit,he cannot enter.into the kingdome of God,;whe- 


it is fo plaine.as.anie thinge can be. that no people 
ate the kingdome of God, bur that people qughtto.ea= 
ter into the. kingdome of God;and when they are eu- 
_tred,then are of the kingdome of. God and -children of 


the kingdome Mat.1 3,38,And therefore wee. pray the 
Godly reader to confider,chat there is a difference 


. twix che kingdome, and the people otherwife where 


was the kingdom before your Ficlt begininde? was 
there no kingdome,for your firit beginners to entet in- 


_toddid they make a kingdome and enter into it and all 


of themfeélves*then fare: it was not the-kingdome of 


. God,and.-it ftands you ypon to looke it be tor: if they 


fet vp anew kingdome, théy entred not into Chrifts 
ingdome,for Chrifts kingdome was and is an everla- 
Sting kingdome, and cannot befhaken,as the Author 
to the Hebrewes heweth Heb,12.22./peaking “of mo- 
unt Syon,the Cittie of the liveing God, the .C eleftiall 


lerufalem Verf,2 receive a kingdome that 


cannot be f haken, let vs have pace, whereby wee may 
fo ferve God, that wee may pleafe him with reverence 


VVee have endeavotred with our beft.abilities (weh: 
ou may {ee are fmale)to fpéake the larger of this poiut: 
aufe wee our felvés have bene formerly: mifledd 
with this error, thatthe Church is :the kingdome of 
heaven,and monut Syon, and becaufe wee knowe 


others are ftrongly poffefied therewith-, which not» | 


with ftanding hold not Succeffion, but indeed it is the 


grotind of ali Succefion:for if theChurch be Ierufaler-, 
then muit there needs be Sncceffion , for there muic 
needs be adue proportion of all thinges betwene the 


Tipe 


| 
| 


— 


Tipe & che tru 


eherfore Succeflid in the o!dTeftamét,there muft of 


ceffitie be Succefsion in the new. Ifthereforeyoucaa 
prove your {elves Ierufalem, wee yeild you all the Pre 
rogatiue Of lerufalem , Then mutt all people & nations 


come to you,and receive all the holy ordinices from 
you. Then mutt all facrifices be of =red vp in you,And 


then they that arenotin you , «senor in Chrift,And all © 
that are borne of water of the {parit , murf enter into 
you , and all thac are faved muft walke ir the light of | 
‘you, And then are you the ioy of the whole carth.The 

muft you be perached to other Cities,and you 
not be fhaken,for Chri‘tes an eveclafting |, 


Kingdome , whichfhall never be ta-en away nor be 


deftroyed Dan. 7.14. But “ou may be fhalin, & tae | 
ken away , and deftroyed though you were as ex- 
eclenta Church as Corinzh, Ephefiis , Philippi, The- | 

fi2gSmyina, Philadelphia , for all choy are fhaken-,ta~ 
kenaway , & deltroyed, which were much more ex- | 


cellent Churches then you , euen fo may you much 
mote be. Therefore you are nec the kixezdome of 


Reayen:nor that heavenly lerufalers, and fo thofe pre= 


vileges belong not to you , which yo: challenge, a 


fome wretched men have ep (whofe condem- 
ation fleepeth not) and cha: culles of your 


And let vs now bring to trial your other ground con . 
caufe, w That the ordinances of 
_ Chaiit being (as you call it) once raifed vp againe they © 
atenot ro berailed 


aniemore, but 2fl men mutt fetc 


thé from chote thar raifed them vp,or from them chat | 
have received them at thetr handes by Succeffion. Firlt 
Weefay youthat , whichfomeofyoucouldnor 


Succefion, 
th, betwene the old leru:& the newferus 
the fnadow & the fubftace, And there being 


| 
nd 


Of Succefsion, 
por youall fhall ever be able to annf{were whilft the 
world endureth, 


How knowe you of faith,thac he or they from who+ 
mic you received your begininges were thefirft > This 
can you never prove to ani¢ mans confcience that hath 
anie confcience, except you can fhewe Prophecie of 
{criprure perticulerly chat fuch aman fhould firft raife 
up(to {peake your owne vvord) the ordinaces of Chrift, 
and that he hath done it, and that you haueit from 
him : All thefe muft you prove by fcripture,if your rule 
be trule,and thar men mutt have faith in ic: but not anie 
one of thefe can you prove by {Cripture, and therefore 
jr your rule is not true, and no m4 oan have faith init and 
notto beheld and practiced by anie that wait for: 

falvation by Yefus Chrift, vvho muft have faith in all 
, that they hold, profeffe, & praclice yor cls they finne: 
| ffor vvithout faith it is, ynpoffible to pleafe God. 

) Rom.11,6.Let us: by the mercies of God intrear all you. 
| that profeffe the name of Iefus not to ftand ypon {uch 
Yncertaine and vafound groundes : For wch yvay hall 
you ever be able to prove, that he or they from vvhome 
youCby Succeffion) have your the 

man can ever proveit, thé yvo1 


ae” 


ly too Vvide for 
man to comprehend or knowe all that is done in it, 
It is avaine invention , cait ic away, feeing thereis ne 
Vvarrant in Gods vvord to vvaitant ac ynto you, that he 
Or they vyere the firft. 


And ifhe, or they vvere, what then? Muff all 

the vvorld come to them4By vvhat rule of Gods word? 

Theremuft be {peciail commaund for him ,or themte 
inne :Andarefiraincor ferbiddinge comaund to 

allimen for docing the Itic afters fforGed is as merciful 
$ohispeoplénow as ever he yvas, and he hath not lefe 
without rule of dizection, thar they fhould 


— - 


Of Succeffion. 


and fall was rhelord fo carefiill for his people Ifraelf 
(for. whome. he had. wrought fo preat wonders, and yet 


‘they were. continually rebellious. againft him) as to 
give Moles twice warning at one time Ex.49.21.and 24, 
Goe.downe charge the.people that they breake not to 
the lord t gaze, leaft manie.of them perif h.And againe 
lett‘not the Preifts,and the people breake to come vpto 
che lord leaft they be deftroyed, And did thelord moft 
carefully.appoint Agron and his fonnes , their feverall 
Offices and fervices about the Tabernacle as is fhewed 
Numbi4;where the lord chargeth Mofes and Aaron 
that chey{hould not cutt of the Tribe of the familie 
of the KohathitcsBut this do.vnto them, faith the lord 
that theyunay live and not dye, let Aaron & his fonnes 


come andappoint them every one tu his charges: leaft 


they touch or fec thafe holy thiages, they ought not to 
touch and fee,and dye, was the lord out of great 
grace,mercie,and love fo carefull for his people then, 
to:give {uth ftrait rulesof-direétion to them, Jeaft they. 


thofe thinges which. 


ar perteyned. not to them to handle or fee and fo finne, 
and. dye,And hath the lord left to be gracious now, in 
leaveing his perple no directions, nor directors to ap~ 


point them to thir office, and fhewe them what is 


comaunded and what is for bidden? Surely you will 
‘not fay, but the lord is as mercifull to rebellious Ifraell 
as éver he Was,then wee tequire youto{hew, where 
_ the lordhath now comaunded fome efpecially to be- 
ginne ahd meéddele with che holy chinges,and for 
den all othérs.excepr by their appointment they be 


permttd.and appoirited therevato.If you will thus-fece* 
vp 4{pécialt Temple afd “Preilt hood of your owne,: 


{hewe your warrant from the word of truch which. 


feeing poffiblie you cannot do, let God have the glorie, 
and fee your owne fhame,and humble yourfelves , 8¢ 
repent 


q 


t of this error. VVill you now with patience fuf. 

fer vs alittle rodeclare and try your beft ground fix 

thefe thinges, wich wee have received from fome that 
are greatelt cep, you wee could repeat divers of 

your argements and reafons, but wee fpare you, & wee 
will take your ftrongeft ground , which if wee can by 

_the ground of truth fhewe to be mott vnfound, wee 
will hope they amongit you,that feeke the lord in 

“finglenes of hare will forfake it:firnt knowe this and lee 

all knowe that you have never ‘bene able at anie time, 

to produce amie one fcriprure and mainteyne it , for 
your Succeffion, alchough wee have had divers confe- 
rences with the cheifeft amongft you but you reafon 
by fimelies and proportions of your owne devifings fer 
moft part, | 
To come to yoilr ground,this is the fomé of that, 
| faie. That Baptifime being once railed vp by o1¢ vn- 
zed, after,none did,neit her was it lawfull tor‘anie— 
ptized to baptize, but all mutt have it from him, / 

_ & fo you follow on with your proportion from bap- 

. tifme,to the church and miniftry. And this ts the Waie 
you runne,not knowing whether it leads jou, wee praie 
you marke what the wileman faith.Pro,4.19. The waie 

| of the vngodlie is as the darknes;they hnowe not yyher- 

in chey (hall fallg even fo littledo you knovve into 

_¥vhag pitt youd hall fall , or vpon what rock you do 

_ alt your felves & others in this your way:firft where- 

as you fay, thar wh!n baptifme was once (by one vn- 

- bapuzed raifed vp or begun, none after being vnbap- 

»tized)did,or might. This Iohn never taught you, nor 

| -anie of Thappoltles, where cls you have learned it wee 

: | ¢know not,b ut you are ftronge in it, and fay it is. the 

. courfe & order of the {criptures, But wee require you 

'‘With godly confideration to confider that heerein vn- 

cullor of binding to the due gencrall cour‘ 

he 


| 
| 
} 
| 


matter & manner of the which all ¥ 
to follow)you bring men to a due yo ulercourfeak | Ar 
perlés,vvhich none are bound to follow except anicdas | 
re fay of themfelves,as that excellent & vvorthy Appo-, é 
«fide Paul, @id. Phil. 2. 17, Brethren , be followers ot me,’ 3 
In fhort fee, if you would not beblynd, vvhether your 

i 
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tule Jeades you, if you wil tye the vvord & otdmances 
of. God men: Frift_ tor baptifme, you muft bring a’ 
man prophecied of , as Iohn wvas , that f{ halleable,; to 
ann{yvere aslohn did to them that asked him , vvhat. 
art thou that vvce may giue arinfwere to them that 
fent us, yvhat faieft chou of thy felf? why baptizeft 
‘thoutlohn aunfweres, 1am hee that the Prophet Efaias 
ptophecied of &c. Iam the voice of him that crieth in 
_the vvildernes, make ftraight the vvay of the lord. 
"Thus doth lo:prové his office & miniftration to be laws 
|  full,and therefore might Ierafalem & all ludezof faith 
furth ro hin to be baptized Andthis man vvas 
‘fent in the power of the fpiait of Elias. Therefore vyhat- 
‘foever he did in his miniftry yvas trueand vvarranerable 
fo that men might fafely joyne themfelves to hisbap- | 
* tifme: Neither could men learne baptifme & the ma-~ 
ner thereoftut ofloha, & of them that received it | 
From him, vvil you now in the behalf of your | 
ginner,annfwere us thataskevvho art thou that baptin 
‘zeft QQieft all menmnft have their baprifme from | 
‘thee, VVhat faieft chou of thy felf ? VVhere is thy vyar- | 


--/ Yane? VVityou aunfwere vs as you have done, that Io: 

his exumolé your vvarr ant? VVee vvil arnfwere. 

vvee have oftén done) wecalfodo thelikeby 
And wee fay further, that Iohns 
‘ example, and al the examples & rules in the fcriptures. 

20 be followed are genérall, and there Iso Onepers/ 
ticuler example or rule in all the new Teftament , wc 
s onely ymmitared & ebferved,by anie one man, 


af 


— 


An the fer 


~ 


e keepe 
Jecutwenty an hundseth,And the like may be aid 


orp 
ce which Chrift hach 


Tean twenty Or a hundreth: but whet 

.anie one Man may followe , and w 
foever rule or comaandmiét anie one man may obferve 
& even fo another man may followe the fame ex- 
the fame comadmér , & fo of two men 


» & place : for example or rule 
the new Teft ythat is oncly proper or appirtey 
ing to anie one perfon,or perfons time, or times, place 
es for the new is theCovenant of Gra- — 
ed with his blood , .and 


there isno pare of itcan be abolif hed till he come te 


Audgment : Bur ifanie part ofit , anieexample, or 


rule in tt be tyed to anie particuler perfon or perfon 
timc,or times, place or thefe al may be aboli 
before Chriftes coming, and theretore no part of the 
Ame og » can be particulerly tyed to anic one 
Of the in. 


To fhewe for exanaple the queftion in hand. If 


-@xample of Baptizing , wnbaptized ( or rather 


f 
not being oF other firit baptized ) If his example 


particaler exaple for one man oncty (2 you fay)thé 


Was, 


| 1, 
| 


4 32. Of Succefhion, 
‘] was itabolifhed when your predeceffor had once bes: 
gun to Baptize,and fo is that example now of no ‘ 
\ ad it may be for anje thinge you knowe or eyer can” 
“knoe that he was not the'firit , and then if your tule . 
| ‘becrue how wretched is your cafe, that challeng apre- 
Fogative,thac by your owhe rule apperteynes not 
to you,ahd your is, that you can 
jmagine that you are the firft and you ‘would have vs 
_ VVell, wee befeech you confider throughly this one 
point efpecially, That the new teftament, nor anie part 
_ofit neither rule nor example,doth perticulerly apper~ 
| teyne to anic one perfon,or’ferve onely for anie one | 
_ perfon,or ferve onely for aine oné time ,or place,Wch 1 
if youdeny, you abolifh*Chrilt, ‘and the’Teftament 
purchafed with his blood,and makes it acainall cove- 
nant:for no fpirituall can ever be abolifhed, 
And if you confelie that thenew Teltameit , and all 
_therules & examples therein, are generall to allsThen 
may all men,in all places, whome the lord by his Word. 
fpirit {hall {tirr vp; and indue with gifts and gra- 
ces preach the gofpel:, and men being converted;bap- _ 
 tizethem,& fo is your Succeflion to the groud: | 
| And cherein have you no lofle,if you love thelord, & ‘ | 


his holy truth,for thereby {hall the holy ordinances 
:Of Chrift be fete at libertie, which you have Kept in 
“bondage,to the’ great difhonor of God and to the 
ytter confulion of divers foules whofe blood wilbe re- 
quired at your hands(rhough they be perifhed in their 
owne finnes)if you repent not, 
Moreover as wee haye fhewed before, Iohn came ine 
in the power and fpirit of Elias, therefore what foever ‘ 
he did in his office andmimitrie was warrantable and — 
according to trurh,and he could not ert therein. This . 
noman that knovves anie truth vvil{ denice, 


Z 


én 


| 
| 


/ 


@rr?God forbid that anie fearing God fhould be fo 


nances of Chuift from him,& youyhis 


. Where of wee knowe fo manic, and have caufe to be jea- 


_ fines is there in this? thar you fhould feeke co make men 


thisyour rule, a fearefull miftery ofiniquitie. 


- ple of God,as wee have caule to with that in our heades 
_ Were floodes of water , andour eies were fontaines of 


you, for this your abhoinination, wich yeu haye 


hir vp co fitt as a Queene, takeing vnto your {elves 


fpeake to men of ynderftanding. And came your 
ginner in the power of the {pint in this mealure?and was 
all warantable and according to the truth that he did im 
his miniftery? . will anie affirme that all was warrantable 


that he did? or can anie affirmé it? and that he could noe 


lifh nay was hénot a mancoming furth infome {male 
mealine of the deepe milt of the miltery of iniquiti¢y 
being then in much error and ignorance yea even in that 
admuniftration of bapuifmeé orels you haue bene vnprofi~ 
table difciples of his, -And would you tye all the world | 
from the Eaft to the weft to come fetch theholy ordi« | 


all your errors i es, and grevious corruptions, 


lous of you for maine moe, VVhat trath;pietie,or god~ 


either prefently {wallewe vp all your errors ignorantly, 
to be wafhed of you with water, or els ftay vntill they 
have learned them, otherwife they muft not be baptized 
at all further men routt 
your e,and fo vntill the poore difciples o 

that him ,. ( Englifh men aine other 
nation) can {peake dutch, they are debarred from the 
holy ordinances of God, the meanes of their falvation by 


Hereby you have wrought {ich wickednes. amongft 
vs,and broughr fuch defolation vpon vs the poore peo- 


teares ,. that wee might power out 2 complainte agin 
ct VPs 


whereby you have wrought fuch deftruétion and ruine 
in the Church of God, feeking to pull ic downe, to build 
our felves. Hereby have you glorified your Church, 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 


all power & anthoritiesyea even co fhute the gates of the 
holieCitti€é, the heavenly lerufalem, faicing thatnone\| | 
may enter but by youraushoritie, Oh tharyou could fee | 
great finne berei ‘& the lamentable evill thac you 
have wronght.Firlt agataft God in deftroying his Temple, 
Whichis Built exceeding weakely vpon che 
| foundation’ the word of’ God. And you havecaufed | 
‘the enitnies of God to blafpheme, & ro'makea mock ae |. 
‘the profefsion of lefas Cir ift, And you havecaufedthem | 
that were more indifferently m toduble cher 
“doubtings and rather ftepp backward, thencomefor- 
Ward. Thus have you finned with an high hand againft 
the God ofheaven,who is able and will fill you the duble | |, 
‘for this your iniquitie,if you repent not, Andforvsyou | 
-. have brought much forrow, greife & vexaticn of foule 
Apirit vpon ys. The Lord doth knowe weefyeake 
“and gteat hath bene our canfe of greiféto feethe Church 
‘of Chrift, which 1s his body, whereof wee are (though vne 
Worthie members) chus rent and tone m peeces,and our 
and wee made afcorne of men, who have 
‘Red and wayted for our overthrow, and haye taken vpon 
(them ¢o foretell, of thefe evills have come vpon vs, 
Which being coine to paffe according to their foretelling, 
have eritumphed againit vs & bietied chemfelves , as 
.. though forefaicings muft needs come to paffe, 
havéotr enimies rcioyced at our mileries, bucthe 
Lord hath Wounded them ypon their right cie, and made 


them.areioyceing to theirenimies. Ree 
thisall our woe, it were at fall, enough, bue 

ou have by this your great ‘finne brought a\further evill | 

Vpon ys, then to make our enimies reioyce over vs,faying | 

there, thevefo would wee have ir, for you have made our’ 

Otir ehimies, yea our familier frends, with whome | 
wee tocke (Weer counfell, & went to gether ro the houfe 

efGod, And fuchis the ctimitic betwsxe ys and chem 


Of Succeffion. 
** CC 10ff. 


faith whetefoever two or three are gathered; togi- 
. ther’ &c, And holdeth thar the fir twoorthree 


cheifeinitruments as it car 
neuer have end, whilitanie of vs live , forit,is that ele 


_mitie, which the Lord put berwene the feed ofthe woe 
and the feed of the. which can have 


the fame deitructi- 


no end in them. except Wee 
yance to be found for 


on, for there is no place to repenian 


their trangreffion . they. were once enlighcned, 
and had taifted of the gift ,, and Were made 


partakers of the holy ghe ‘And had taltied of the 


- good werdofGod , the powers ofthe world 


tocome.: andare fallen away itis impofhible ‘they 
(hould be renewed againe by sepentance feeing they 


-_crucifie againe to them felves the fonne of God and 
-makea mock of him Heb, 6.4, 5.6. Now.to fhewe. 
howthey were once. entightned Firft 


Smyth -( vpon whofe head. the blood of 


thalbe ) harh by his . hie pede 
by word , aad in his fundrie writings, 
force of and ftrength of pro~ 
_ teftarion with ground of truth, (as his wrinng f hewe 
Manifetted himfelfto be enlightaed with chis truch 


God. 
That wherefoever two. » orthree, are gathered to 
ther into Chriftsname , there | hath omi!- 
dto be inthe midft.ofthem Mat, 138.20, there- 


foie they are the people. of god and Church of Chrift 
haveing to Chrift , andall his ordinances , an 
. neednor fecke to men to, be admitted to the holie thin- 


ges , but miy freely walke together in the waies of 


god , . andenioy all the holie thinges From. this 
a eruth of god wherewith he was enlightned ishe fal- 


leo denving thewords of our Savicut Chrift, That 


| 


| 
| 


ait 


» allmen muftcom® 


to them, reftraning the wordes of Chrift wch ate generall 
fo anie two orthree,onely to the firftt wo or three,and fo 


“hath fect vp a Succefsié againft che wch he hath former- 

ly by all words. wiltinges pratticefert himfelf with 

dereitation,. And this man like Balaam hath confulted 
withyou, and hath putt a ftumbling blocke before the 
people of God,who were alfo enlightned, and fo are ma- 
nie as you knowe fallen with dine to thefame finne, and 
vnder the fame condemnation , ( And M. Iarvafe Nevile 
haveing witnfled nor onely this but divers other truths 


for, the which he hath bens ong imprifoned andcon- — 


demnedto perpetual! imprifoment yea g death 
“for yet his former 
fidelity and whereby his were fa- 
through the whole land, falling with M, Smyth 
‘¥pon this your blind Succefsion foriakeing the rock 
“whereonhe ftood ) is now d beyond his vomyrtt, 
74 your Succefsion, and ftrives to build 


_exclayming a 
vp the Succ of Rome , which he hath formerly, 
vith all yeddand lines. pulled downe, & fo is become 


_ahiffinge ofmen, anda vnto all the godly,and 
_ ismadea {corne of the Wicked a iuft reward for all that 
fall away. 


‘More over this wicked man Mr. Smyth hath profeffed 


‘and maintened with all manifeftation of fgith con- 
that Chrift tooke his fiefh of Mazy, affirming 
. that all the world was not able to aunfwere that place to 
‘the Hebr, z.14. where itis faid: forafmuch, as the chil- 
are partakers offlefhand blood , healfohimfelé 
“Jikewife rooke part with them, as al‘o that place Gen, 3e 
‘The feed of the woman "fhall breake the ferpen 


“Of forie’of you. He cannot find in all the {cripeures where 
trad the firft matter of his flefh : 
Biatter whichis hisnousif hment, chat he had of Mary, 


“but now tallen from this, following a 


bur the fecond 


. 


} 
» 
4 
| 
| 
lll 


—thecrofle weré 


‘togue my {pirtt praiet 
out fruic. I wil pra therefore with the fpiric, ut will 


ithele men, yea 


Of Sueceffion, 


h-of many 
» he would labor to caft the contrary out of thet Church 
for being 4 article of faich,& he hath taught chatChniftes 

myracies, fufferinges, and death, yea his hanging vpo 
and’ Carnall , Comparing 
Chriftfiefh to his garments , and} cherefore not to be 
{triven about, So like wifeis he failen from the faith of 
juitification by Chrifts righteoufnes onely , 
righteoulnes in himéelf,fowi'l he be juftifiedparcly by his 
right eoufnes ,orels not holding his righteoufnes fufficient 
forhime And heis alfo fallea-from thefaich in the po 8 
of Magiftracie , profedling heknew not that he dit 


from you in aniec 
Further more chis man Mr. Smyth hath 
feffed and taught,and his confederates had 


learned, That 
God isa fpirit , and that he wilbe worfhipped wholly 
in fpirit aud truth. And he and they knewe that the Ap 
poltle x,Cor, 14:14. 416. faith, pray in 

but myne vnde ripe, wit 


pray with the yn alfo, Fwill tinge wich the 
pirit, I will finge with vnderftanding rdlfo,. Els 


“how [hall they thae vaderftand not, Cty Amen. and 


11,Except I knowe the power of the voice, fhalbe ynto 


him that fpeaketh a Barbarian, This man not with ftan- 


ding, when he had himfelf bur alittle vnderitanding of 
and the reft of his coufedracic, whenfome 


your language, 
them kad not ante ynderftanding co be fpokenof, and 
divers none at all,neither yet haveghave, and do coine to 


wort hipp with you, being Barbarians ynto you and fay 


Amen ‘(els what do they chere) not knowing whether 


oubl 
Thei i 


ic orturie. 
ignorant Papt 


$ Chall ftand vp in judgment againtt 


e Idolatrous vhdidas who have not 
_ knowne Sheard che thinges thefe men 


a 
{ 
| 


Offach menasthis and they thatarefala 
fen with him fpeakes Th-appoitie Iude, VVoebevnta | 
ghems for they have followed the way of Cayne, and are 
taft away by the deceipt of Balaams wages , &X perifh 
in the gainefayimg of Core, Inde Haveing your pers 
fonsin admifation becaufe of advantage 5° which you 
might all right well fee; & wee doubr not bur fome of 
fee, for you knowe ther ynderftanding inyour 
¢,and for what cauft can you ymagine thatthey 
| fhkouldrunne to gazeatyot , 
| Thad rather Speake inthe Church or congregax 
tion, fyve words with myne vnderftanding thac might 
alfommftrict others,then Ten-thoufand words ia a ftra- 
§nge tongue. And doth not Th-appoftleteach heerethae 
it is better'to heare words in the Church or 
egation with vnderitanding, then Ten-thoufand words 
yn a fttaing tongue?But thefe men, with afort of weeren 
that are'void of vnderttanding had rather heare in your 
/Charch or Congregation fyve words: without anie 
| derftanding , then Ten-thoufand with voderftanding 
| acongregation og Church gathered together by the | 
preachigg of che gofpell of lefus Chrift and 
| his uame vpon'the confefsion of their faith and 
This they knewe was our begininge :- but 
gining they Knewe not. neither can knowe,and if youhad | 
 anie other'begining it is noc according togeds word:but | 
isallonetothem, they havenot regarded how you 
began inthe faithpnor how you ftand in the faith, which 
had noeforfaken all religion) ‘they would have 
of: but religion was not , nor isnot theire 
| | marke chat they aymed at,as you tay eafiliedefcerneby 7 
 thefe theig:wilfull blind cousies you have) 


ee . 


you, and betwixt you and vs , and lec all the godly on. 
earth confider , whether you have walked vprigh: 
herein or no 5 .and Whether you itave not fought your 
felves,and not the glorie of god, nor our building vpin. 
thefaith:,, >\ And thus wee leave the Succefsion of’ 
ur bapti‘me,: putting you in remembrance that vvee. 
avefhewed that by this your opinionyou make 
John baptift his exampie a perticuler example for one, 
man, for'whattman you cannot tell, buc whotoever can; 
firft light he hath thé pre heminence, and this you, 
firit beginner, which you {hal} never, 
able to .proveexcept you can. knowe all thinges.chac, 
are done ynder the fiinne , ‘bur all, chis in you is vanitie 
of vanities as:wee truft mahie of you will eafiliefec,. and, 
wee wit hall may , And for this people who. have ruane 
after yourjnvenrions, of whome wee would not once 
have made mention, but the becter to bring you to the. 


fight of thegreatnes of your finne, and to fett chem out 


for an example! that others might be warned thereby, 
which wee difire that. 
heare of fuch 2people, feknovvled:, gifts, and gra 
ces vvere greatyand vvho vvalked,& proteiled to Vvalke, 
firictly by the rules of Chrift, & vnder his yeck, and 


now are they Beiia!l, walking by no rule of Chrift, cot 
being vider his yock,haveing dilclaymed themielyes for 


anie power to the hohe thinges , and gk 


haveing 
all their religion. being onely to come 


wenallroyow 


gazeatyou,yvho to chem ina ftraing tongne, 
lene ntynto them that 


wvhichis given for a 
but vnto them that beleeve not! 1, Cor, And in 


that they are chus Icft i confufen not nor 
hetherto go , vvechave caule to: 


careing vv 
the.name gf god in that he confounded shery 
in their vvaies that vvould have confounded is way 
of truth’: and, vvee have caufe co blefie god. char 
hach prevexed you from 


= . 


may be. vvhea they Chall’ 


7 


| chem to be ont with you, whereb 
| ed your owne finneexcedingly, 


| endued with like gifts as the firft 


« 


y you had 


thé in their evill, & 
Let vs now proceed to the Succefhion of your Chu ch 
and miniftry , for wee cannot conceive which Way you 


wilbe able ever to make aniefhewe or cullor , that this. 


wnbaptized man fhould havecommifsion to-do all thin« 
ges, if your rule of particuler 
$s no fuch’ courfe nor preportion in the fcriptures. Iohn 
his examp le will not ferve your tarne , forJohn planted 
no Churches, If you will have planters of Churches, and 
chat all men muit come to them,then mutt they needs be 
were, {peake all 
languages as Th-appoftles did,. worke miracles, and not 
in dottring, for the Lordghand is nor fhortned, nor 
his grace and mercie leiined to his Church and people, 
But if he fend men wich the fame office and. au tie, 
that he fent his Appoftles , he will for che honor of his 
ownetame, the advancement of his gruth, and good of 
his people; give them the fame gifts F and not bring his 
truth and people in bondage to men full of errors,igno» 
tances,and blindnes,as you and all men are: therefore be 
content to be biulders vpé the foundation layd, and for- 
bid not others to build thereon, but let.every man take 
heed how he buildeth vponit.2.Cor.3.40.This may fuffi+ 
ce for this pom and fo wee'come to that, tothe which 
Pome ft you,have had no werd of 
{were to,& weeknowe-you ca fay nothinge for it, 
holding your rule of Succefsié according to your. courfe 


to 


and proportion except you wilbe fo very vnadvifed, as ta 


hold proportion in one thinge,&no proportié in another 
and that wee intend to fpeake your miniftry, 
How come you toraifeaminiftry? where is your par- 
ticulerexample, your rule is thar Elders myjft make El- 


ders , ‘gnd none but Elders mutt adininifter in.the holie 
hinges. You raife haprifme after lohns examples: but i 
pw will you doto ordeyneEldcss @ fecingyouhave =| 


proportion be good, there 


hned 


| 
=| 
| | 
| 
| 


much. Fislt,that wherefoever two, are gathered 


no fach exdple,8¢ when you have done, what device 


firlt Church at lerufalem, fo-al] Churches muft pro« 
ceeded by ordination trom the firft Elders, fo all Eiders 


- ordination? did they ordeyne chemfelves? where 4 ur 
deyne thempchen your proportion is gone, for the firtt El.” | 


Of Succeifion. 


you have to keepe this auctoritie to yout elves? “This is’ 
your ground for your Succefsion , asallhad baprilme’ 
from lohn the firft baptizer , fo all muft have baptifme 
from your firlt baptizer, As all Churches proceeded from 


ceed trom Ierufalem your firlt Church, As Elders 


mult proceed by ordination from your firft Elders; heere 
is your proportion, Buthow:came your Elders by their 


example and proportion for that? Did che Church ore 


ders were not fo ordeyned, Thus are you overtaken ia. 
your ground not feeing whether it \edd you, Forfake x, 

it {halbe no difgrace for youto forlake error, youthall 
therein fhewe che true grace of Godto bein you, iadce 
nying your felves and your owne waies , andadvancing im 


the wayof theLord .. Holdyouto theperfetrule, 
tharall gaynfaiers are not able which 


Was given by the law giver,and chat is, VVherétwo,or im 
three are gathered cogether into my name, thereamlin 7 
the midit of chem and whatfoever they bindon earth, im 
fhalbe bound in heaven : and what foever theyloofeon 
earth, {halbe loofed in heaven,Mat,18,20.18,And1,Cor, 
3,16, 21.22,, Knowe you not that yeearetheTempleof im 
god,Lettno ini reioycein men, forall thingesareyours 
and 2,Cor.6.15.16,17.18. what Cécord hath Chrift with 
Beliall ; or what part hath che beleever with the infidell; 
and what agreement hath the Temple of God with — 
Idols: wheretore come out from amongft them and {e+ 
your felves faith the Lord, .& totich none vncleane 
thinge,& I will receive you, & 1 wilbe a father vito you 
and you f halbe my fonnes, and wey, arr faith che Lord 
htie . Thefethree places of {cripture provesthus 


| 
| 
| 


Of Succeffion, 


iC name, Chriltis in the midft of hem; 
me and they have power to bind and loofe, Whichistores _ 
.civein & caft obt,to appoine Officers and to difcharge, . 
® @ndto adminifter in all che holy chinges , for haveing 

| Chrilt they have with him all thinges alfo Rom. 8, 32. : 
| hrifts power cannot be devided from him , therefore 


where he is, hiis power muft needs be, & heis a Kinge, 


&whercheis , he gives power to his fervants to ferve 


in all his ordinances, | 


Qid.Let no man reioyce im men, for al] chinges are yours, 
andin thes: verfof this, ‘1,Cor.3, ith The Appoftle, 
Who is Pati?and who is Appolios?. bur sha by 
whome ye beleeved , {heweing that the Cornithians 
Were not the’Temple of God, neither had intereft vnto 


beleeved their doftrine.- And wherefoever a compaine 
of men now, {hall beleeve their doclrine, even they are 


all thinges were the Corinthians. 


“Thelecond place alleged confirmes this , where it is 


all thinges, ‘becaufe of their perfons, but becaufé they | 


ehe Temple of ped and all chinges are theirs, ‘afwell as - 


The third place fore alleged, proves, who they are 
ehat Chrilthath promified to be in the midft of, & chat 


a, thofe rhat feperate themfelves from Belial) (which are’ 


men without a yock ) fromynbeleevers , from Idolls, - 
and which touch no yncleane thinge, thefe-are they that 
God will feccive, and amonge whome lie will dwell & - 
walke and he wilbe tlicir God and facher,&they (halbe_ 


his people children, & they {hall not riced co refpect 


che perfons offmen as hath bene Chewed,’ for by the fice 


gift of Gods grace, & rhrough their faith in Chrift, alt: 


thingesaretheirs, VVill antemen not withftanding all 


| this fay, chat anie people or congregation feperated from 
all vncleannes, may not chtoy Chrift and all the holy ory 
ut they be admitted there vito by other 


™ ] 


1 


 dindces to Lrael 
£6 Gioying the benifitt of his ftarutes 8¢ ordinacesas the 


OFSuccettio 


and Cephas , & Appollosfrom all previlige vato cheir 
perfons, & reach che corinthians that their perfons gave 
not them interelt vnto the holie things bur cher do« 
Giine through their owne faith 5 and dare anie chal 
lenge. pecviege vnto their perfons., & fo takeaway the 
aucthoricie of Th-appoftles doGrine &. munifterie, 
that is ftill.in as good force & aucthoritieas ever, in the 
‘Acriptures., . And by whofe minifterie doctrine w hae 
people foever beleeves atthisday , allthiages are the- 


ris, by faith in the doripeures not by Succefsion fiom 


Heere .wee defire that all men. that have 
Vprightnes of hart , would enter into a due conlidera~. 


tion of the depth of chis error of Succefsion, from,or by 


theperfons of men, And through gods afsiftance wee. 
Will endeayour to {peake: vvhat vvee ae able forthe dif-. 
coverie of this.error, vvhich is fo great dangerous,of 
the fharpe bitter fruires ywhereof,vvee have deepely tai- 


fted, & our Wounds ateycr frefh & greene 3. but not 
vvithftanding by thegrace of God , vveevvill not be 
provoked to fpeake beyond the bounds of fobriétie he- 
rein: and:to proceed heerin by the molt eafie, pfaine,and 
evident vvay to our belt vaderitandings, 

VVecintreat you, andall men vvith all holy advifeds 
nes to consider, vvas the feperation vvall, betvvixg 
the levve & che gentill 8s Th-appoftle Rom,3, 1.2, doe« 


clares plaincly whar is vvasin thefe vvords Thepree 


ferment of the leyve 8 the profite pf circumcifion is 
much everie mannet of yvay , for cheiflic becaufe vnto 


them vvere of creditt cOmitted the oracles of god, this | 7 


vvas the divifid yvall,vvhich theLord had fet vp betvvixe 
‘the Ievve & the ou in that he gave his ftatutes & ore 
to keepe,not debarring the géulls at all 


lord hevveth {halbe to. him that it 


Qher?Did Th-appoftic Paule difclayme beth forhimelf, 
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| Chrifts power cannot be devided from him , therefore - 
my 6S whereheis’, he gives power to his fervants to ferve 


toperher tit Chrifts name, Chtiftis in the midit of thems 


and they have power to bind and loofe, whichistores 


tive in & caftout,to appoint Officers and to difcharge, . 
andto adminifter in all the holy chinges , for haveing 
Chrilt they have with him all thinges alfo Rom. 8, 32. - 


where he is, his power muft needs be, & heisa Kinge, 


The fecond place alleged confirmes this , where it is ° 
Qid. Let ho inan reioyce in men, for all chinges are yours, 
andin thes: verfof this, ‘1,Cor.3, The Appoftle, 
Who is Patilzand whois Appolios? bur by 
whomeyebeleeved , fheweingthat the Cornithians 
Were not the Temple of God, ntitherhadintercftvnto 
all thinges, ‘becaufeof their perfons, but becaufe they ° 
beleeved theit doctrine. And wherefoever a compaine | 
of men now, {hall beleeve their doélrine, even they ate 
ehe Temple of ged , and all thinges are theirs, ‘afwellas - 
allthinges were the Corinthians, BLES 
The third place fore alleged, proves, who they are 
Chrilthach promiiled to be in the midft of, & 
és, thofe rhat feperate themfelves from Beliall (whichare’ 
men without a yock ) from ynbeleevers , from Idolls, 
and which touch no yncleane thinge, thefe-are they that. 
God will fective, and amonge whome hie will dwell 
walke and he wilbe tlicir God and facher,&they Chalbe 
his people 82 children, & they (hallnot nied corefpeR 
che pertons Of men as hath bene fhewed, forby the free 
eiftof Gods grace, rhrough their Chrift, all 
thinges aretheirs, VVill aniemen not withitanding all 
this fay chat anie people or congregation feperated from 
@ all vncleannes, may not chioy Chrift and all the holy ory 
@inzices without they be admitted'there by other 


Clares plainely what is vvasin 
ferment of the leyve & the profite pf circumcifion is § 
for cheiflic becaufe ynto 
them vvere of creditt cOmitted the oracles of god, this im 
vvas the divifid yvall,vvhich theLord had fet vp betvvixe | 


Th 


perfons, & reach the corinthians chat their perfons gave 


not them interelt vnto the holie things bur cher do< 
through their owne faite and dare anis chal-.. 
lenge. previlege vnto their perfons., & fotakeawaythe | 
oricie of Th-appoftles doGtrine & munifterie,, | 
that is ftill.in as good force & aucthoritieas cyer,, inthe, 
{criptures,, . And by whofe miaifterie doctrinewhae 


¢he au 


people foever beleeves at this day , allrhiages are the- 


ris, by faith in the deripeures not by Succetsion fom | 


mcn, 


will endeayour to {peak 


coverie of this error , vvhich isfo great & dangerous,of . 
bitter fruices yvhereof,vvee have deepely tat~. 


the fharpe 
fted, & our vvounds ateycr frefh & greene 3. but not 
vvithftanding by the grace of God , vveevwvill not be 
provoked to fpeake beyond the bounds of fobrietie he- 


rein: and:to proceed heerin by the molt ealic, plainc,and 


evident vvay to our belt vaderitandings, 


nes to confider, vvhat vvas the feperation vvall, | ia | 

fevvords , The pres 


the levve & che gentill,& Th-appoftle Rom, 3, 1.2, 


much everie mannet of yv2y 


| _ ‘the levve & the gentill in that he gave his flatutes & ore 


dinaices to Lfraell to keepe,not debarring the gétills at all 
the benifitt of his ftacutes & ordinicesas the 
lord hevyeth Exo.1a,49.Onelavy{ halbe co him chat 
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OfSuccehiom 
Vaule difclayme beth for him(elf, - 
and Cephas , & Appollos.from all previlige vato cheir . 


Heere .wee defire that all men that have anie 
rightnes of hart , would enter into a due conlidera~- 
tion of the depth of chis error of Succefsion, from,or by 

theperfons of men, And through gods afsiftance wee. 
vwhat vvee are able forthe dif- 


il 


| | 
| 


44...  OfSueceffion; Be 
bornein theland , and co the ftrainger chat dwelleth 
mongit you. This then wasthe preferment and the devi- 
lion wall, ‘that the lewes kepr the oracles, and the Gen- 
tills muft have chem at their hands:for 1f che gentills had 
themfelves ed the land of Canaan, And the holie 
Citic, and the Temple; and all the holic thinges they had 
bene all polluted in cheir hands;, but when the Iewes had 
the nofll the holy thinges, and communicated 
them vnto che gétills they were holy to them. Thus could 
the gentills have no benifitt of the holy thinges , except 
now a to the Iewes and reteyved them from them, 
nd fo enioyed them vader them, This then is fo plaine as 
anie thinge canbe , that the partition wall berwixe the 
Jewe andthe gentill , was in refpect of the previlige 
that belonged to the perfon of the lewe, in that, tothe 
ofthe Iewes, the oracles were commirted to be 
foras wee have fhewed there was the fame law of 
‘ordinences for the gentill as for the lewe, but the gentill 
mutt receive them trom the Iewes, and they muft come 
Vp to Iernfalem to worfhip with the jewes Act 8,27.and 
Joh, 4. 20, Thisftopp ofthe partition wall hath Chrift 
broken downe, That he might reconcile both vnto God 
sh one body, by his crofle and flay hatred thereby, & ma- 
peace Eph;2,16-14§. Thus hath the Lord of himfelf 
peace both wich jewe gétill,now not preferring 
ante one people above another in giveing his oracles to 
if the co keepe,but hath made his convenant with all,both 
that are a farr of that are neare 
everie mi that doth good fhalbe 
lorie and honor and peace, to the jew firlt, -and alfo to 
She grecian. For there is no of perfons with god 
Rom,2, 10.41." There are now by gods appointment no 
ftraingers and forreyneis, but through Chrilt, all 
both jew and genrile,have an entrance vnto the Father by 
bne {pirit Ephef, 2.19.18, not ftanding in need of admit- 
pacebytnen, And what people focver, either jew,or 
Bae 


f 


gentile , are biul 
ule , are oundation of pe 

Prophetts Chrift himfelt being the cheite cor~ 

ner ftone, in whomeail the building cuppled together, 


weth vnto an holie Temple in the Lord,they are buite. 


‘to gether to be the habitation of god by thefpiric Ephef, 


2,20. 21.22: And thereforeno people are boundtotecke ff 


to men to be built ahabitatié of god:Bur the doGrine of 
Th-appoftles by the worke of the {pirit is fufficient, Alf 
this proves the partition wall is broken downe, whichis, 


that the oracles are not now commited to anie peopleof 


credite to keepe that all fhoufdbe forcedto cometo 
them a$ the gentills were of necefsitie conftrayned to 
come to the jyewes , Chrift hath flayne chat hatred faith 
Th-appoitle,and hathreconciled the gentillstogod, and 
fo god is equally favourable to them both }}- thatis to all 


men (for ail were either jewes or gentils) Goddothnoe § 


favour anie one in refpect of committing his orracles to 
bekept, they are now left free toall chat come, accore 
ding to that of fcripture E{ai,55,1, Hoeevery 
one that thirfteth come ye to the waters, andye that 
have no filver come buy and eate , Come I fay buy wine 
and mylke withent filver and withont monte. 


This then being confeffed ef al (that have anie know. 
ledg in the religion of God ) that the feperation wallis 


broken downe,and being right\y vndei ftood alfo that the 


feperation wall wasa perfonall previlige ynto the pecti~ 
liar nation of the Sieber by adegia which was to 
keepe the oracles of God bs Succefsion amongft thent 
felves,from generation to ge.ieratiO,and the gentiles thag 
were without could not be admittedto the holy thine 
"ges but by them, this being the devifion wall, and this: 
ing broken dovvne,and the gentiles let in, & the doore: 
fett open forall , & freedome & libertie pro | 
That by the blood of jefus chrift vvee may be boidte 
- enter into the holy place_, by thenevy and liveing vvay 
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which he hath prepared for vs through the vaile that’ 
| ds hisflefh Heb, 10, 19.20, Hereby all Succeffien is abo= > 
Jifhed, ali previlige and preferment to perticuler pelons 
jn the holy oracles is takenaway, and chey are 
forall men, (thas beleeve) to and emloy, for 
weeare ail the fonnes of God by faith in Chyiit lefus, 
Theteis neither lewe, nor Grecian ; there ss neither. 
 bond,nor free: There is neither male nor feemaleg for we 
areall onein Chrilt lelits Ga}, g, 26.28. Now they then 
that will fet vp Succeiston, and will have all che oracles 
of God committed tothen) , and chiar ali men mult res 
“ceive the dinancesof Chritfrom them ckey herein 
build vp. the percicid wall againe they challenge to them- | 
{eives the prefermét of she lewe: they ttopp tic entrance 
~.intotheholie place by che new and hiteing way, which 
Chrithath madeby hisblood:they deny that any people — 
© built vp6 che foundatié ef Th-appofiles & Prophetts by 
the {pirit,can be the habitation of God:they pere 
mittamé to be the tonnes of gnd by faith:all thefe thinges 
_ are vothinge available without m¢ cometo thé, & be ad 
by them: .& men cannot have Chrilt excepr they 
have the; nor beioyned to chritt,cxcept they be toyned to 
them:nor putton chriftexceprthey 
_ “the'godly but equally tudg betwixt you andvs, whether. 
this be not to fert vp the pai tition ivall againe, weh Is to 
> give a {peciall previlegeAd pretermét to cne people more 
then another and thatnone may enioy the hely chinges 
bit from their perfons, which wee de‘ire may yet better 
well you,or people 
_ foever mantcyne Succefsion or will havea previliege or 
preferment, in the pofiefsion ef theheliechings it doth 
apperteyrie is tyed to'your peifons the power and 
~atctoritie you challenge it is in your perfons, far it is not 
in your gifts 4d dottrine,for fert by your perfones-8¢ tye 
Sn@e co them,and then wee will preferr the gifts & do- 
Thi-appoliles before yours,and wee wibedire- 


| 
Of Succefsion, 
| 


Gedby thé. And the anéthoritie 


and preferment you c 
lége is not in your office, for fert by your perfons and pers 
fonal! prefeace,and fend precepts & rules, by the auctho-~ 


- Mtle of your Office and wee, and ali that feare god will 


_ caitaway your aucthoritie and office and the aucthoriti¢ 


- and office of all others heerein,with the precepts.and ras 


Jes made by the power thereof, and wee will onely fub- 


» mitt our felves co the otficeand aucthoritie of Th-appo~ 
ftles,and to the precepts-and rules, which they havetere 


downe by the power of their office, wch power ad ofhice 


they received god,not fiom men,nor by man gal.i.1. 


Thus may you and all men fee,that what people church, 
or congregation foever do challenge vnto thé felves anie 


previlige or prefermét in keeping the holy thinges,Scchat 

thef onely are to dilpofe of che to others,fuch previlige, | 

prefermet muit needs be proper to their 
ir 


6s onely 


fré all {uch previlege to the Os, as Wee have be 


| fi 
fore fhewed Paul,and cephas,and Appollos difclaymes, 


although they were the minifters by whome the corin-~ 
thizns beleeved, And will you,or anie people or church 
privilege and prefermét to your perfons over al 
men,although by your miniftrie they beleeve notgand all 


-your warrant for this is becaufe you fay ,you are tne firlt, 


If you wil yer itad for privilege by your beeing firit(as 


you for your inftruction Mat, 20,13,14- Frend1do thee 
no wrenge , *tukeshat whichis thyne owne,and go th 


Way. will give vite, this laft a much as vnto thee: ‘thefe 
men thought beeaufeghey came firlt into the veinyard 


thcy fhould have had moresvages them they thatcame 7% 

Taft, although thete wages wareagreed vpon., foyou 

thinke you are warthieof more ai@thoritie, “them the 

becanfe you fuppofe you were che buc ourSa- 
viour chrift teacheth you inthis place 


reward is all one to the latt,aste the firft, And takenees 


dealt by this your finne (if you had no other)the lord 


. 

‘ 


_ you Ymagine) heare what our faviour chrift{aichvnro 
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$0.34,36,And if anie {hall novv teare 
_as Cotuelius did, their praiers & almes {hall come vp in 


to tcath to convine,to correc, 


ofa felf , tomaker 


this fenrencéagainft you,and fay ynto you , 


fhalb@laft, 


To dravveto an end in this point , that the gofpell is 


came ynto all the vvorld alike coll.1.6. for god 1s no ac~ 
cepter of perfons : And therefore all the world ought ro 


-weceiveit, beleeveit , & obey ica like: & fo doeing , all 
-have free lib@rtie to enioy and adminilte: in all the holy 
ordinances alike: for of vvhomeloeve: the Lord requires 
obedience of all his ordinances, they obeying, he giveth 


to them the privilege & benifitt of all his ordinances, 


| . Then vvhat foever people receives, beleeves, 8¢ obeyes 
. the gofpell,as truely as another people do, they hav 
‘ much privilege & libertie co cinoy the gofpel & all che 
| ordinancesthereof as agic other peoples For godis no 
. accepter of ft 


have as 


in every Nation,he that teareth 
him & vvorketh righteoufnes is accepted vvith him Act. 
god,& faft & pray 


remembrance before god & the {pirie of god hall di- 


_xectchem toheare what Peter faith , & to be directed 
‘by Peter, reftof Th-appofties , & not bidthem 
fend for you, or go to you, or anie people to make them 


perfect , forthe word of God is all fifficient to teath 
them & infttuct them & make chem perfect to everie 


vvorke jas is fhevved, 2.tim,3.16,17, The vvhole 


riptures as given by infpiration ot god, & is profitable 
& co in righteouf- 
nes, that the man of god may beabiolure, being made 

vntoall good workes 
fearne & ynderitand,that 


ord of god is all {ufficiene 
ple of god abfolute & perfect 
€,to pray,to preacli,to Baptize, to 
0 adminifterin ali the holy thinges & to 
vyaies of god 4, vvithour the helpe of 


The fic 


fmanormen, And if anie ould be fo vnvvile,as 
fake that che meaning of the holy ghoft heereisunely 


Heeremay you®&all . 


OFSuccefsion; 
| 
breake bread, 
evalke jnalkt 
[ 


make 2 man perfect 
to make 2 man ynto everie workeinhim- - 
felf, ic Were great weaknes, fecing that the holy ghoft . 
teftifiech, That the mainfeltation-of the fpirit ge- 
ven coevery to profit withall, r;Cor,12.7, 
x, Pet. 4, 10, Lett everie man as he hath received the 
gift Minifter the fate to another, as good di‘pofers of | 
the manifuld graces of god. Tomake this plaine that he . 
that runnes miay read it & vnderftad it that Chrift and 
al things are geven to every faithfull people,although — 
they be but two-orthree according to Chriftes owne 
wordes Mat:18.20,Chrilt is there king Luk,1,33, he 
there Mediator Hed,9,15. by whofe blood. they may 
-bebould tofenter into the holy place, He is thetr 

high Prieft, who with one offering hath con{ecrated for — 
ever thé thar are fanctified Heb, 50,211.14; And made 
them kings, And Préilts vnto God Reuel. 1,6. They 
are come vnto Mount Syon, Andco the citie of the 
 liveing God the celeftiall Icrufalem Heb.1 2.22, whole 
gates are not { hutt by day, and: there is no night there , 


|. Reuel,21.25 , wee conclude therefore with thofe hea-— 


venly wordes of comfort {poken by the holy ghoft,yn 
to everie faithfull man, and men though bue tw 
three, Reuel,22,17.Dorh the fpirit the Bride fay 
me. Andlethim chat heareth, fay , come, andlet 
him chat is a thirft,come,and let who {oever will; take 
of the water of life freely, | 
VVecy with your felves now,and fer all mé confider, . 
whether this be not al fufficiér, Heere is theKing:& the 
Mediator : and the high Prieft : and the citie Ierufalem 
‘with hir gates open: andthe fpiric of God bidding afl 
Sh freely : and all che faichfull made kings;8 Preif- 
tes ynto God, what fhould lee che faithfull for entring 
in,& offering Sacrifices ,8¢ adminiftring in all elie holy. 
thinges be forethe lord , fecing they onely are appoin- 
ted there vnto of God.1, Pet.2.5, & 4.10. 
the jewes cominge out of captivitie,had had Salo- 


| 
; 
| | 
i 
| 


— 


mon their Ringe, Mofes' their mediator, Aaron theiy, 

high Prieft,Jerufalent their citie with hir gates open 8 

thei god bidding thé come, who fhould have for bid- 

dén thé bringing their facrifices and ha 
re 


before the lord ircely. If Pharoh fhould hinder thé a 
the plagues of Egipt {hould fall vp6 him, And thoug 
Tobiahf hould defpife thé, 8 Saballett cofpireagainft 
them , yet they praying to their god their enimi- 
es {hamefhould be tus hell vpon their owne heads, and 
the lord {hould bring cheit Counfells to ncught Nehé, 
4.And ‘Ged hath promified to do no lefie for his people 
now againit his and their enimie the miftery of ini- 
quitie, the Man of finne for he will confime him with 
the {pirit of his meuth,8&abelifh him with the bright. 
nes of his coming 2,Thef,2,8, And he will fmyte the 
earth with the rodofhis mouth and with the breath 

of his lipps {hall heflay the wicked Efa,11,4,° 

Now therefore take you heed, ard ‘let al people ta- 
kefiéed , how they go about to hirder the pec ple of 
god that have freedomeard libertie to adminiiter be- 

orghim,being a holy Preifthood to offer vp fpiritualf 


faciifices acceptable to God by lefus Chrift 1.Pet.2, 
take wee fay how you go about to hinder 
them , by fettizg vp your owne inventions ard abho- 
minations , and biine fwwiftiudgment vpenyourfel- 
* And fo wee leave this point praying ycurct 
lightly to pafle by it though wee have handicd it weak- — |. 
fy Bur lec all that difire ynfainedly inthe tiuth of their 
foules to fee the pofeffion of lefus C hriftflorrifhin 
puritie and fincerity, and inthe light ofall rruth, {ere 
, their owne hafts and geach others ro feekeChrift in his 
Word : And to followe him in all worfhipp ard fer 
vice accofding to the examples, rules & precepts in the 
Striptures. which are written for ys to that ¢nd, 
For, whatfoever thingesare writté <foretime are writ- 


tenfor ;. - 


t 
| 

| 
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Sueceffion.. 
” Pete all men therefore thar in vprightnes difirés co 
‘Walke in the waies of god according to true direction, 
‘feeketo. be tanght of god by the Scriptures,and not to 
be ledd by, the examples and precepts of men : For 
‘ifapeople though burtwo, orthree, byreading and 
hea: ing the Scriptures, by the werke of the fpirit , 
“me to the faith of the angen be c6pelled to joyne 
to anie,or fome people that formerly profefle Chrift, 
then muft they be forced,to profefie as they profefle, 
and walke in theirftepps withthem 3 and fo to be 
brought in fubiedtion to all their errors,and to be pol« 
luted by joyning with thcm in all their corruptions 
and fo they cannot nor muft not beledd on for ward 
towards perfection as they ought to be Heb,6.1, Bue 
they mutt beledd forward or go backward, or out of 
the way,or ftand ftill, asthat people to whozie they 
joyne will lead them, This deftroyes all pure pro- 
deffion of the gofpell,and keepes men backe from wal- 
king in the cleare light thereof : flor if two or three 
{hall in the honeftie of their harts difire to waike ho- 
litie with the lord, and keepe them felves vafpotted of 
error,this wofuil rule of Succeffion debarrs them that 
they may not fo do,and conitraines them to joyne to 
fome pcople,denying them libertie to walke after thé 
rules and examples inthe Scriptures and fo to followe 
} C hrift, and binds them to followe Chrift withthem, 
as they followe Chrilt. Hence it cometh that the Po- 
faith,loe heereis Chrift, and feekes to forceall to 
ollowe Chrift with him. And the Bifhopps they ‘fay 
loe heere isChrift and they feeke to compell all to fol~ 
lowe Chrift with them. The Pref bitarie they fay , loe’ 
heree is Chrift , and chey will conftraine all to followe 
Chrit with them ; wee pafle by rhe moft yngodly 
& ynwi'e Familitts and feattered flock, that fay he is in; 
thedefert , that isno where to be foundin the pro~ 


of the gofpell according to the ordinages thereof 


OfSecceffion 


which fhall not be, yntil there come anew Chrift,8 
anew gofpell, And you to whome wee efpecially 
write you fay loe heere is Chrift,&you would have all 
to followe Chrift with you, Now in thefe troblefome 
dayes which our faviour Chrift hath foretold of , and 
are now come to paflewherein if it were pofiible the ve 
ry elect {hould be deceaved, let all the godly {tay them 
{elves vpon that bleffed counfel of our Saviour Chrift 
who faith ynto al that wi!l followe hin,take yee heed, 
behold I havefhewed you althinges before Mark,13. 
23.whichis by his word, and therefore thither onely 
muft weego, ardfollowenomen. And wee pray al 
you ( that would have men followe Chrift with you) 
to remember how our Saviour Chrift reproved his 
Difciplesfor.their evill difpofition therin, who when 
they fawe one cafting out deviles inChriftes name for- 
badd him becaufe he followed:not Chrift with them, 
Tefuus yrterly difaproving them , faid,forbidd yee him 
not,he thatis not againft vs is with vs,Luk.9.'49, So. If 
thé our faviour C hrift would not fuffer thefe his Difci- 
ples,to challége to thé felves this privilege, nor would 
not reftraine that his Difciple, for profeflinge his nzme 
not with the, why fhould anie chal 
ég to thé felves,or why fhould the people of god think 
them felves bound to give vnto anie this prercgatiue. 
Let all the people of God therefore every where 
knowe , that they have libertie to followe Chrift by 


them felyes, which if Gods people would practice — 
with feate & reverence, relying onely vpon the dire¢ti- 


on of gods word & fpirit, it would make them moft 
wary & carefull of their waies, leaft they fhould: run 
into error ; & fo be inftly reproved of all, whitt all 
mens cies are them;whereas contrariwife , if of 
neceflitie shay be boued to go & joyne to another ccn- 
gregation, they walkefecurely, becanfe that peoples 


vnrill their extraordinarie men (they dreame of come: 


& 
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| Of Succelsion, 
walking is their warrant,and what foever they find 2- 
mongit them mult be received as approved & good, 
And this makes divers, who often receives manie good 
motions of the fpirit to quench thofe provocations of 
che {pirit, becaufe chey thinke they mutt needes ioyne 
to fome people,and can fee none that walkefo vpright 
ly & holilie, with whome they may have comfort to 
joyne : 8¢ thisis acheife caufeof alt chis evill ,in hae 
manie are blinded with this error that you, & all che 
forenamed people do ftand fo ftiffy.vpon, that rhe 
mutt joyne tothe Church, And fo is this libertie hid- 
den from their eies( you allthat teach that doétrine 
being inftrumentes there of ) that they may joynethé 
felves co ages in the covenant of the newTeftament, 
& fo be the church & Temple of God them felves as 
well as you or anic people: and through the gracious 
bleffing of god , which he hath promified {halbe vpon 
them , fo docing & walking in his waies, they 
may, & {hall growe to bea moft hol people, and 2 
houfe for the moft high god to dwel in, the word & 
{pirit of being fullie fufficient to build them vp, 

they ing one another in their moft holy faith, 

according to the rules of the holy ghoftin thenew - 

Teftament And all authoritie or ad~ 

mittance of anic e profefling before them,but all 

this you hide Sroaptints cies. 

O that the children of god were as wilein their ge- 

neration in al hinges, 8 in this, as che Sonnes of men, 
then would they loofe no part of that libertie where- 
with Chrift hath made them free, then would every 
pee called of god, runne of them felves,the race fett 

fore chem, followehard toward themarke,for 
the price of the high calling of god in Chrift letusPhil. 
3-14. Vato the which till the called of god by the 
word of his fpirit,raife vp their: hartes to do, ftriveing 
withall zeale & holines to runne. one before anothemy 


| 

| 
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the profesfion of 
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OPSuccelfion: | 
the truth, till chefe gracions affecs: 


game of Iefus. 


tions andholie endeavours poffeffe the harts and {pix 
sitsofmen , there can beno hope to fee-the glorious 
Tight of Godstruthin the profesfion thereof to | 
rifh & growe ¢ ffor whilit fome Church or congrega~ 
tion fertled in the dreggs of error, and overtaken Wich 
afecure,coid, frozen profesfion of the gofpel,and fome. 
other charch or congregati6 carted away with a head- 
flronge blind zeale into manie errors, will have all men 
come and followe Chrifttor rather go out of the way, 
or be frozen vp with them, and while. men thinke they 
argto give them this preferment, what hope is there 
of the groth of pure Religion. VVe therefore earneitly. 
befeech all people , by the mercies of god (in whome © 
there is anie faichfull love of gods truth)nut to refpect. 
anie men,neither to followe Chrift ,as you havethem 
for an example : but followe Chrift as you are taught. 
is his word, and as you have the holy mens examples, 
whofe holines is approved in the Scriptures, And thus 
in all loye,wee exhort you to be thus mynded by the 
_ Although this that hath bene manifefted from the. 
Scriptures may give full fatisfaction to‘every faithful 
holie profeflor of the gofpell(that Chrift by his a nore 
ce giveth ail power to every congregation, afwell as to 
anie one people or congregatié,gathered together in- 


- to his name, though they be but two,or three, whe- 


ther they be firft gathered or laft gathered : whether: 
there beElders or no Etders amonelt thé, it is with god 
all onc): vet becaufe amongft all almoft ) thar protefle 
Chiilt,chere is fo much a doe about ordination,or lay< 
ing onofhands , as though elders hands were onely 
fanctified t6 that vic,wee pray the godly reader to re< 
ceive full fatisfaction from doth 
videntlv appeare that the church or cégregati6 at An~ 

Ochia (iwhere there were no Appoftles nor 


— 


> 
i} 
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the direst F she Bel fafting, Sepra 
irection of hoft, with fatting, praying, 
& laying onof hands Paull & 
the worke of their minuiteric, ,. wherevnto the holy. 
ghoft had calledchem, Aod Paul wentno:.to leryfale 
to them thac were Appoftles before him, not fo much 
as co confult wich them Gal.1, 17; but after they. were 
feperated by che church, being, ent furth by the holy 
ghoft they came downe to Seleucia, A¢t,13,4. And fro. 
this cimedid firlt begin to adminifter in the Ofise of, 
their Appoftle hip: in all this lecac obferved, chat it is, 
here fet downe exprefly in. che feriprures ;. chat.they 


were called vnto cheir office of god, d¢lCr fusth of god, . 
& that the church did onely oideyne, or fparate.ché 
tothae worke:and therefore this doth nothinge con- 
tradict Gala ,1.1. Where it ‘is faid Paul an Appofitle, 
not of men,neitherby man: for he was called & fent of 
is it proved that the churcli.or congregatid, 
ath fating prajer)eo lay on han s,and 
fo tofeparare & ordeyneme cholen,to adminiftes,And 
this.is the ordinatiGdet downe ia the {ciiptures, which 
molt nen makefo great an Idoll of, And wee hopeswee 
fhal} not need.to prove perticulerlythit the church or 
cougregatio hath power to Elect, on chule rheir athcers 
{ecing taatis fo plainely fec 6, 
OF Magiftracie, 

fowrth matter thar by the, aftitonee of God 

. pitrpolé co [pzake to you oF, is, to prove 
you, all corrarie inynded. ‘That Trine 
ces,and & governing by the powes 
of the fivord of Tuthice, may be meiner of 
the church of Chriltreteyning: their Magitiacic,. For 
proofe hereof. Thappoftlc Baul tothe Rom. 
fixft Cheweth fpeaking of hizher powers/Thit all 
powers are oidcy acd of god, “And who locver relifts th 


Jia 
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power refiftes the Ordinance of God, This 
de moft plaine,that the power & au- 


Of Magiftracie* 


then isma 

choritie of Magiftrates isthe holy ordinance of God 
They are further called, Theminiftersofgod, an 
their adminiftrationis ferdowne, To take vengan¢e 
of them that do evill, and to praife them that do w 
And the inftruement: wherewith they are to punifh 
évilldoers,isthe fword, And in allthis they are the 
minifters of god for good & for the good of gods 


childrenefpecially, And therefore are they comaun- 


ded to pray for them 1.Tim,2,12, Thus is their power 


(being of god)holie & goodgand their office & admi- 


niftration holie, & good being ( as is heere{hewd by 


Th-appoftle ) appointed of god for good, who doth, 


nor can appoint nothinge but that which is holie & 


good,and pleafing to himielf,for he is holines & good 


nes it felf,and he may not , nor cannot appoint ani¢ 
thinge contrary to himfelf, ag. 

God then haveing ordeyned & appointed this holv 
ordinance with the end, and vfe of it,and manner of ad: 


ininiftration,the magiftrates applieing them felves for 


the fame thinge, they obey the holy comandemét and 
will of god, 8 are pieafing and acceptable te the lord in 


that their obedience: for by thete 


them felyes there vnto, The holy ghott intends 

fhewes,that ther is required a diligent, willing , faith- 
ful obedience in their adminiftration, and not a forced 
conftrained obedience , as the devills obey god, whofe 
obedience is not acceptable and wel pleafing voto him: 
further thé he is wel pleafed in fheweing the power of 
his owné might , int 
obey him : for the devilis do not willingly obey god 
inaniething. They donot willingly knowe god as 


‘appeareth when they cried Mat,8,29 lefus the fonneof 


Solel have wee to do with thee:and although they 


comaunding them they muft 


leeve thercis one god , yet they doit not willingly, 


Wi 


|| 
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becanfe they tremble lam ,2,19. theré faith increafeth 
their feare. All this wee {peake to make it plaineto 
the fimspleft:ffirft,that there is an obedience which god 


divine propertie and and fo farr as the 


OFM 


comandes by the word and worke of his power onely, 
where in they that obey pleafe not god 3 as whé heco- 
manded the vncleane {pirits to come furth , and they 
obeyed him : Andthus did Pharoh nie » When helee 
the people of Ifraell go to ferve the lord , as Mofes and 
Aaron had faid Exo, 12.31. this was no willing’o bedi-~ 
ence and thereforenot acceptable vnto god, Secondly 
there is an obedience , which god comandes by the 
word and worke of his grace,wherein , and whereby 
they that obey , pleafe god, and are acceptable vnto 
him. Thisis the obedience thatis better then Sacti- 


fice, 
And thisisthe obedience that god requires of kin- 

es, Princes, and Magiftrates, even a diligent , willing, - 
faithfull obedience, as is fhewed fr6 thefe words:They 
arethe minifters of god applieing them felves for the 
fame thinge, AndJet vs with all grace and holines yato 
god,and reveréce ynto this his holy ordinace,confider’ | 
Whiatit is that they areto applie thefelves vnto, Itis 
to punifh evil doers with the {word , and to reward or 
/praife chéthat do well:thefe wordes might c6vince you 


all ig oe error in this point,and they {hall condemne 
you all,ifyou repent not,of your teaching and fiiffly ma 
ynteyning,that thefe Minifters of god , retayning this 
their Office from god , may not be members of the 
Church of Chrift. Hearken te their Office or mi- 
niftery yetagaine, Itis to punifh evill doers,and te 
reward or praife them that do well,in which holy ads 
muniftration they are like vnto god , and in applieing 
them {elves faithfullie therein they do the worke that 
is properto god : for to execute juftice vpon the wie 
ked aud {hewe mercie vnto them that do well, is thé 


lord 


¥ 


| | 


lord hath comitted au“toritie Magiftrats to adminis 
fter thereia,they do the proper worke of god: and the- } 
sefore doth the holy ghoft by the Prophetr’David, : 
Speaking of Magiftcats fay, jPfal.82.6. I, havefaidyee 
aregods , {peaking in refpect of rhe great honor that — | 
js due vato them, by their holie Office, where ynto he | 
The foine 8efcope of that which is heare ferrdowne | 
in this point, isto {hewevnto you, thatthe Appottle 
dothhe*eteach , that the Office & miniftery of Ma- 
giftrats{s an holy Office appointed of god’, and that 
thelord requires of Mapiftrats a diligenc will ing, faithe 
the is pleafing vnto Ge the 
which dbedience they preforming vprightly , chough 
weakel¥, and fay Th-appottle 
confefleth, he 8all tne children.of god did lam,3.2 yet 
belceving the gofpell of fefus Chri‘t, and ‘repentingof 
- theirfinnes, how can it be denyed them to be admirced 
meibets of the bodice of Chrift 2Is this a food Cxcep> 
tion, becaufe they Magiltracs> why thin yowex. 
cept againft tliem becaufle thcy are the holy minilters 
of god, and do his will in faithfull obedience, VVhat 
2 doctrine of devills is this, chat ante fhould d¢ denyed 
to be members of the body of Chrilf For execating an 
holie Office appoinred of god. For further proofe, 
that it isan holy ordinance or office pleafing Vato'god, 
it is [hewed in that Wee aré comaided to obey ofcon= 
{cience; & rhatis onely in that which ts holy’& good; 
for god forbidd, that his children , Fhould be tyed of 4 
con{cience to obey iu anie thinge, chat is vaholy & not 
good, Th-appoltle Chewes heete,that the holy ghoft 
int ip fuch thinge, when hefaith vers, 3. Maguitracs 
arenot to be fearedfor good works, aiid 1 | 
Feare god : honor the kiige, & therefore if Magiftrats 
Phall comannd-anie thinge againit god or Gadlines,tha 
people'of god are nat bound to obey, & for chis caute 
Thappoltles 
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Of Magiftracie, 
Thh-appiofties whien they were comaundedof the Ru- 
lers & Elders of Ifraell » chat inno wifethey {hauld 
fpeake or teachin the name of Jefits ; anfwered,whe- 
ther it be :izht in che fight of God,to obey you,rather 
then yee this dorh itill give further proo 
fe, chat Magiltracieis.a holy miniftery or Office appo- 
inted of god. onely for good, and therefore none bea-. 
ring thatOftice or miniltery,is,for that caufe to be de- 
barred fré. being mébers of the body of Chrift which 
is his church, except men for executing an office co- 


-maunded of Chrift, Should be debarred from 


whichis more thenmadnes , for anie that profe! 
Furthermore : hath god -by reafon of that high po- | 
wer & auctoritie which he hath given toMseutrats co 
maunded fuch feare fuchobediéce,&{o great honor to 
be given vnto.chem of all, men, and {hall they whome 
god hath fo greatly honored, with fuch auctorite,dig- 


Niue & power, for, bearing this honor which god hath 


vpon thé, hail they for-this be accounted ynwor-_ 
thy to. be mébers of Chyiftes church > This ts to bring , 
the greateft difhonor,that pofiblie ca be before 
his people,vpé that ordinance & the minifters thereof... 


ypon which,and ypé whome,the lord hath putt 


honor on:for it is a moft miferable, wretched, & difho-" 
norable ordinace, office, or calling,that debarrsme frd, 
being mébers-of Chriftes body, And let all knowe,that_ 
have anie vader{tading inthe mifterie of godlines, that” 
if Magiftrars ought not to be mébers of Chrilts church, 
they cannot be-childré of the kingdome of Chrift;and 
if they be not children of the kingdome, they canno¢ 
be heires of the promifle for thofe that are worthy: 
to be heires of faluation, muft needs firft be children. 
of the kingdome, being beg-»tten by the jmortall feed. 
of the word. and borne a new 1, Pet, 14 23. all 
fuch are worthy to bemembers of Chrilts.C 
> C+ 
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mes ofmen ; but be brought to try yaur waics by the 
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Of Magiftracie. 


"Thetefore iFyou vnderftand your felves fe this to 


be che end of your opinion, Tnat if,you denying Magi-_ 


ftrates, and hold them vnworthy’to be members of 


Chriftes Church , you much more deny them to be 
worthy of faluatié :for if by reafon of their Office they 
be vnworthie to be of the comunié of the faintes vpon 
earth,they mult nedes thereby much more be made vn 
pears | to be of the comunion of che Saintes in heavé, 
And thus do you by this your opinion hold and ma- 


inteyne that god hath appointed an ordinance , and 


they chat are his minifters therein ( by his owne appo- 
jatement) are by chat their Office and miniltery debar- 
red of faluation, Your finne herein is no lefle then 
blafphemy againtt god, in chat you charge che motft ho- 
ly to have appointed an ordinance,the executing whe- 
reof debarrs men from faluation, wee hope you do it 
ignorantly,as alfo your leaders, Let not the antiquitie 
of this error make it préecions' ynto'you, but ra- 
le: and finne not by ttadition after the dottri- 


word of god,and {fet his {pwie be your teacher aid lea- 
der into all truch, & be not Jed by men for all men are 
gone ‘out of the way, andare full of ignorance & er~ 
And to make it appeare how you are mifledd in this 
be witched opinion, VVe wil come tofome of your 
cheife holdes herein, whereof this: is one Mit,20, 25, 


gentiles reigne over them , and they that beare rule o~ 


var ther are called gtacions lords, but yefhall not be © 
fo: bur ler the greateft be as che leaft,and the cheifeit. 


ashim thatférveth, Froin hence you gather that kings 
&& Magiftrates that beare rule inche world, muy 


@otbeofthe Church, Tocome( by thegrations di-. 
rectiog 


26.Luk,22,24,25,26.8¢ Mitk.10. §,45, There avofea 
Chriftes diftiples which fhould be the. 
greateft; And he faid vntotheth, Thekinges of the 
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Of Maciftracie, 
rection of the fpirit of god ) vntoa d 4 
of this {cripture : wee muft firft fecke to knowe, whe- 


66 
in 


_ yein the difciples of Chrift did feeke to be greater one 


then another, and ifthey didftrive tor worldly 
ferment,then may your grotind prove partly true: but 
if they did not ftrive for preferment in the world or 
worldly prcecranensotaes is there no cullor that your 
collected ground fhou!d be true: for our faviourChnift 
his {peach is to put anend to their {tife,& if they did 
not ftrive for worldly preferment or who {hould be 
greateft inthe world, then our Saviour Chrift fpake 
not at all concerning worldly fuperiority & rule,al- 
though he brought an example from the world which 
is molt vfuall in thefcriptures. This controverfie then 
wee hope may eafilie take an end,if you be not veterly 
given vp to your, owne waies inal! thinges: for if the 
ignorat willnot be ignorat ftill, they may by rhe grace 
of god feeheere moit evidently the ground & caufe 
of this ftrife amongft the difciples. Bers} 
Zebedeus fonnes difired of our Saviour Chrift, that 
they might fitt one at his sight hand , and the other at 
his left in his kingdome not {peaking of the world,Our 
Saviour firft reproves them fharply and tells them . 
they knowenot what they afked, And when he faw 
th: this their difire offupirioritie wrought difdaine 
amongft themall , Iefuscalled them vnto him, and 
taught them toknowe, That although the kings & 
lords of the gétiles and they that were great amongit 
t hem, had dcmination & aucthoritie,and ‘bare rule over 
them, in his kingdomeit f hould not be fo, Hecame 


not to fett vp and eftablifh {uch akingdome, wherein 


men (hould fecke to be greater one then another , and 
to beare rule one over another 3 and thereforetaught 
his difciples another leffon,telling them that who toe- 
ver will feeke to ke great.cr be cheifeft amongit them 


in his kingdome, fhalbe the fervant of all , that isthe 


mear.cit 
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¢neaneft of all, for that pride or in fecking té 
be chiefe beare rule in [the kingdome of Chrift mas 


\ 


kesfuchtheleaft , becaufe god will caft 


‘downe the prowd, bur he will .exale the hamble,Now 

a$ our Saviour Chrift taught his difciples heere , by an 

ttatnple fromm Kings & Rulers and great men, that it 
Chould not be fo amongft them in his kingdome : So 
alfo'vpon the fame occation of {tiife,& queltion who 

_Thould be the greateft Mat, 18,1 ,4. & Mark.9. 34.36,& 

Luk,s, 46,48. Our Saviour Chrift cakes a litcle child & 

fetreth it in the mideftof them, and ceacheth chem by 

 theexample ofa childto be humble and lowly , and 

| faith, except they be converted and become as little 

childre they thal! not éter into rhe kingdome of heavé, 


And who foever Chall humble himfelf as a little child, 


4 | the fame is the greatelt in che kingdome of heaven, 


e 


From che firit of thefe examples of Kings and Ruy 

lers & great men,becaufe our Saviour Chrilt faich, Ie 
fhall not bef among ft you, you fhall not in my king- 

dome be like them, that ts,Reigne,and rule,and be great. 
one over another, 

From this firftexample you conclude, -that Kings, 
Rulers & great men, may not be ofthe kingdome of 
Chift, That you may the better fee the error of this 

Yyour-colle&tion and conclufion ; wee will collect and 
conclude the like from the other example which our 
Saviour Chriff brought ofalictle child, | 
He faith the Difciples of his kingdome muftbelike 
| little chi!dren,humble not feeking to be greater one _ 
then another +: therefore tirtle children may be of che 
it kingdomée of Chriit, becaufe our Saviour C hrift Laith 
they belike them, “wee knowe you can cafilie | 
difcerne the errror of this collcction and concliulien; 
aud why can you not deelcrne the grroroftheother 
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Of Magiltracie. 


Gee pray you ds you love ged ,and his truth > ed 


fo partiall in your felves,wee wil yet endeavor to fhewe 
you the equall like of thefe conclufions,that youmay 
7! confcience ( denying the one ) deny 
Our Savicur Chrift faith. The Kings and Rulérs; 


alicr 


and great men of the Gentiles reigne and mileover — 


them, bucit fhall no befo amongft you the Difciples 
of my kingdome : therefore (fay you) Kingsand Ru- 
Jers and great men may not be of thekingdome of 
Chrift, In like manner may it be faid( our Saviour 
 Chrift {peaking vpon the fame occation, little children 
are humble, ard feeke not cneto be greater then ano- 
ther,it {halbe fo amonge you the Difciples of my king 
dome ; therefore may anie afwell fay ) little chifdren 
of the kingdome of Chrift. Seeing youare 
confident ( and that according to truth ) that this laft 
is not a true collection and conclufion : fo alfo of conf- 
cience,ackne W led: that the firft, which yon makeis 
not true: for as in the laft both you and wee do vnder- 
ftand, that Chrift ( {peaking of his kingdome which 
is {piritnall ) did teach his Diftiples by the example 
cfalictle child,that by ‘reafen ofit yorg yeres, wasin 


Gualitieand cendition humble fo he would have, 


them humble in {pirit; and our Saviour Chrifr dot 
not teach heere , that little children are {piritually 
humble,and therefore may be of this his kingdome: 
for infants are but bone ofthe flefh ; bur they muft 
_teborne againe of the fpririe , thee enrer intothis 
 kingdeme of ChriltIo, 3, therefore doth our Savi- 
cur C huft heere fpeake tut of qualitie and condition 
of children ; which is to be humble , not tea 
ching herby chhe they may be of this his 
Kingdeme : Even fo our Saviour Ciuilt the 
ot 
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64 Of Maeiftracie,- 
other (fpeaking of the power rule,and autos 
sitie of kings}, Rulers, and great men )teacheththem, | 
that in his {pirituall kingdome amongft his Difciples, 
he willnot have them as kinges Rulers,andgreatmen 
to reigne one over another;or to be greater one then a~ 
nother in his kingdome. Not teaching hereby , that 
_ kings Rulers, and great men may not be of the king-~ 
dome of Chrilt but chat his Difciples may not(as kinge 
Rulers ., and great men )reigne , one over another in 
his kingdome, 
In all this our Saviour (Chrift {peakes of his kingdo- 
mewhich ig {pirituall : and {peakes againit{piricuall 
wer and auctoritie,and will not therein that his Dif- 
ciples {hould feeke to be greater one chen another:not 
excepting again{t,nor Difaproveing the pewer andau- 
toritie of earthly kinges andPrinces , Whichishis 
owne holy ordinance, but that they may beofChrift, 
retayning their power and auttoritie, and adminiftri 
intheir office , and ought co haveall due honor 
obedience : But it they, or amie (hall feeke to have {pi 
ritual power, rule and auctority in this kingdome,and 
therein make them felves greater then the relt of the 
Difciples ofChrift , that isi which our Saviour heere 
doth altogether fpeake againit and disaprove , and-here 
vpon ; and in this ref eft ceacheth his Dilciples to be 
humble as little children and not feeke in {pitituail po 
wer and auctoriric to be greater one, then another : for 
if chey.do,hé that will ftrive to be greateit fhalbe leatt, 
Bur how is this rule of Chrilt ( wherein he fo carefully 
and fo often inftructed his Difciples)troden vnder foo- 
te,and vtrerly abolifhed,of them that profefle to be his 
Difciples, Nottofpeake of the Pope, and all his con 
federares who in the hight of alkiniquitiehathexal- | : 
ted himfelf. VVhae mi wee fay tolordBifhops . 
who fo diredtly oppof= Chrift herein , How Chall they 
be able to fland before him, with their fpirituall gra- 
| tious 


| 
| 
| 
| 


agutracwe, 
tious lordf hipps and dignities fo directly 
againit his woid and will.Oh that thefe thinges were 


_ not hid tré rheir cies, And they that protetie a Prebita- 
rie, who though they beate not fuch high names and 


titles as thereft,yet by their ruleing poyver & aucto~ 
ritie(which by al! meanes they {geke to enlarge) if they 
takenot heed , their finne again{t this rule of Chriit 


found little leflethenanie, Andit wee {pe 

not you,nor lett it be chought of anie, that weedo it, 
¢ither bec aufe wee are paruall,or becau‘e your deferts 
are not tulire evill enough, ior tne lord knowes,& wee. 


paringly of you that profeile an Elderihip 


knowc in part, and would to god you knewe your fel- 
ves,that your iniquitiess great hcrein,in your feeking 
and holding fupenoritie over the congregations whe- 


reof you are , and chat partly by auctoritie,partly by, 


humbtenes ot mynd feekeing to beare rule over the 
people of god, this our loveing advertifemenct 


anie of all you of whome wee have fpuken be provoked - 
tocvill,you (hall therein greatly increafe your owne 


judgments: for theloid knowes wee{peakeit not to 


prevoke you co evill,but co provoke you repentan-. 
ce before the great & evill day come,wherein( as for. 


ai] finne,fo perticulerly & efpecially for this finne ) the 


lord will have aftri¢t accompt if there be not repentan- . 


ce: wee fay cfpecially for this finne, becaufe this finne 


cf pats fupciioritie, rule, & auctoritie hath & doth | 
veterly deftroy all fincere and holy profeffion of the | 


goflpell, keeping in c apeiviti¢&s bondage the confcicnces 
of mén.overthrowing fhe ftrongeft that refift,and trea- 
ding the weake vnc'cr feote, fLopping vp the way ofli- 
fe, 2ng men hercby ¢akejng, ypon them to haye in their 


hids onely,the keycs of the king¢ome of heaven,To re- 


turne perticulerly ynto.you to home wee firft imten- 

ded to fpeake,take you heed, whillt you fet yout 

felyes (by your opinion ) againft Magiftrats being of 
E 


them 


6é Of Magiftratie. 
the kingdome of Chrift, you have in the meare ume, 
fet vp a power and autthoritie of yourowne ; andfo 
yout fecond ertor beas evillas your firft, Ras 
To putan end to this your firlt ground , If this ex« 
ample which our Saviour C hrift bring of Kirges, Ru- 
lers,and great men, becaufe he faith, it {hall not befo 
amongit you,thatis', youfhallnotbelikethem. If 
from thefe words you will yet hold, that Magiftrars 
may not be of the kingdctme of heaven ; ond of the 
Church, Thenyou mvftalfo. hold (except you will 
fhewe your felves yoid of all vnderftanding ) that cur 
Saviour, Chrift in the fame caufe and ypon the fame 
occafion, bringing an excmpleofalittlechild , and 
faieing it befozmorg you, yeu fhalbe like this 
hittle child, you moftthen hold, that little children 
May be of the kingdome of Chrift,and of theChurch: 
ffor if where Chrift faith, Be not like,debarr out them 
that are brought for rhe example: then where he faith, 
Be like, mutft needs admitt in them that art brought 
for theexatnple. So then they that frem this ground; 
will admitt infants in, let them fee (if they have anie 
fight ) that they debarr Magiftrats cut: And you that 
debarr Mapiftrats out by this ground muft acmitt in- 
fants in.ffor they are cxamples of direét cétrarietie,pro- 
duced for one & the famethinge, Therefore they that 
debarr out both, ard they that acmite both,make thin- 
ges that are dire€t contrary to bea like,which is the 
m oft yninft and falfe vnderftanding that can be in men. 
Let vs therefore the rather rrevaile with yct, tolocke 
to your waies herein, and reconcile ycur felves to the 
word of truth, And marke well the words of cur 
Saviour Chrift concernirg this point Mat.18,4,who 
foever {hall humble himfelf as this little chiid , the 
fame is greateft in thekirgdome of heaven and vers, 
3. they that are converted and beccincas little 


| 
| 


Of Magittracie, . 
dren, {hall enter into che kingdome of heaven,heere -is 
no exception of perfons , but and Princes and all 
great men , if chey be converted and becomeas litrle 
children and humble thenrfelves 4 they may enter in; 
and be greateft in the kingdome of heaven, notb 
their princely power, buc by their huimilitie, whic 
wee vnfainedly wifh that all Kings , Princes , and 
Rulers would fee , that nottheirgreatnes, power, 
mor aucthoritie doth anie thinge at all advance them 
to, or in the kingdome of heaven but itis cheir 
convertion and humilitie, But your opinion leads 
you to this; that they cannot be converted except 

firft they cait away their Magiltracie, This is of 
truch your ground , ambolt woefull ground if you 
could fee the footeltepps of it; for if it be fo that they 
cannot be converted except they caft away their Ma- 
giftracie, then is their Magiftracie ‘fiane, and if their 
magiltracie be finne , chee isall their adminiftration 
wherein they adminitter by power and vertue thereof 
linne, who fhatbe able to contradict chis 2 which way 
f hall ali the device of men & Angells be able to avoid 
it, bu: chat if Magiftrats cannot be c onvérted to God 
(thatis Repent and beleéve ) excepe they caft away 
ther Masiltracie, thenis their magiftracie finne , for 
theiris nothinge but finne that hinders faith and re 
pentance. 

Do you ( that hold this fearefull opinion ) yet fee 
into what ftraytes you are brought, that you have no 
Way to turne yourfelves, if there beanie grace or loz 
ve of Godin you , humble yout felves vato the duft 
before thelord and his people and proclame your re- 
pentance, which that you may yet further be pro- 
voked vnto, fee the hight of your finne , fo farras 
wee iit our great weakenes , ate ( by the mercie of 
able to fhew you : wherein by reafon of our fc 
gteat weakaes , wee muit exceedingly 


| 


OfMaeiftracie, 


| | a Gome fhort ; but yee to the yttermoft 
che grace of god wee f able wee will endeavour 


be Faithfull to god and you heerein. wee detmaund 
cannot Magiftrats, Repent & beleeve , 8 fo be received 
ir Magil ? you pro 
Magiftracie finne & all that they 
do by the power isfinne, Ifthisbefothen — 
hath the mott holy, righteous merciful),& iuft god,the 
god of all power, geven power from himfelf,& appo- 
nted an ordinace ofMagiltracie by vertue of which po- 
wer given ‘from god,Magiftrats do adminifter,and are 
comaunded ofgod to judg judgment, To 
punif h the wicked in juftice,& to reward or praife the 
wel doers in mercie,andalfthis fay vouisfinne. And. ] . 
all this doth god give them power & autthoritieand “| 
comatuidement to do, and ih all this chey arehis mi- © 
nifters doting his will , yer hot with ftanding all this is 
finne, for if by reafon of their Magiftracie ( retayining 
it ) they cannot be converted, that 1s,Repent & teleeve, 
then is their Magiftracie finhe,and then all that they do 
Of that Magiftracie which.is finne,muft needs 
befinne, “Hereby you charge themofthighged _ 
to ardéeyne 8 give power from him elf, to Magiftrats, «| > 
t6 finne:& 16 You make it finne in them to. punifh thé 
that doeyill., andto praifeor reward the weldoers; 
although they do it by the power and comaandmét of 
god,maintéyning hereby that god gives power & co- 
maundnient to finne, what 4 fearefulleftace & condi- 
tion isthts where voto this your error hath es 
You; how will they anfwere it,chat have & do fo ftiftly 
mainteyne & teach this error,is this the leaft ccmaun- | 


demeénc that they breake, & teach men fo? Mat.s5,25.To 
Blafpheame the name of god, inmakeing him theau- — 
thor of finde, faying,the h oly ordinance ot Magiftracie, 
which he ordeyned is firme which theyfay, thac 
maintey-= 


if 
| 
@ 
7 


| 


| 


Of Maviftracie 
taainteyne chat Magiftrats may not be of the ki 
irit calt away cheir Magiftracie: :. for there being no-. 
thinge to be calt away coenter. into the ki = of 
heaven but finne,if chere be go, entring for Magiftrars, 
but by cafting away their Magiftracie , then matt it 
needs be faid chat Magiftracie,1s finae, VVee go oftes 
over that wee might move you with care; 
futl adviledues co confider of which wee befeech 
you by the love of god to.do,and_ not to dif honor god 
and your prof-flioa by fugherrors. 
Tais which Th-appoftie writes to the. Romaines,; 
Chap. 13. and that whichis {poken from:that place, 
_ might fufiice for this whole caufe of Magiltracie,for 


their power, auoritic and adminiftration,bur it muft 


et be oppofed to another ground , thatis held 
ongly malateyned againft Magiltracie, whereby. the 
moft {imple harted are deceived, and chat ts.this.. The 
weapons of.uur warefare are not carnall,but 
through god to duwne holds, 2, Cor, 10,4. ffrom. 
this Scriptire , divers chat holdsthere may, befome 


| forts of Magiftrats to end cafes. and queftions,do yt 
hold that in shey may not make warty nor 


pur men to death. it is to wath the tea- 
res of mens foules to fee rhefimple harted rhus 
and they are deceived vader 2! dangerous cullor ., and 
great { hewe of holiiaes,, not feeing che of Sa- 
than who transformes: himéelf into an: Angell of fight 
herein , for what holie hare-wilf not eafilie be broughe 
‘to thinke,that. warris an ynchriftianlske thinge, where 
there is fo much flanghter and blood fhedd,and which 
is accompiined with to ‘ante calamities and mile 
and which is followed mainteyned :by fo great for- 
ce and violence by the arme: of h fo likewifeisit a 
lamentable thinze that men fhould be executedand 
put.to death,by fentence of law for offences:Such Ma- 


Church,excepe they ~ 


| 
| 
if 
| 
> i? 


96. .. .. OfMagifiracie. i? 
giftrats you will in no-¢afe admitt of, wee pray yon 
confider ; how fhould fuch Magiltrats asfome of you © 
wonld allowe of, order°and determyne caufes of con- 
troveriie, Without the fword of juflice > who would 
obey their orders and decrees ifthey h2dno power to 
coftraine, Would evill doers be perfwaded by words to 
| do ‘well ? and would e deers by perfwation 
| do right? why ifthey would not , then wereall your 
Maciftrats labor loft , they are Lut weake ymagina- 
tions to “yMzgine in-your mynds chat there can ‘be 
fuch ‘Magutrats ; -but let vs come co yeur ground, 
Thus {peakes'the Appoftle 2.Cor.1o, The weapons 
| | of our warfare are not carnal , the ground and caufe of 


this fpeach‘is this. ‘There were certen 
faife Appoftles C hap.1 3,1 3-20, cr 
Cormtheans that made a we ard exalted 
themfelves, and had brought the people in t ondage, 
and to vphold them felves in this their exaltation, they 
foughe to difprace Th-appoftie Paul, And. because 
men Writings Were of great power and aucihoritie, 
that they copld not feffer the aucthoritie of them 
| to difgrace his perfon Chap, 
ge , but his prélence is weake and his fpeach 
| Is of no value,* To this Th-appoftle anfweres 
veil, Jeoke ve on thirges after the apparance ? 
and verf. 2. efteeme you vs as though wee walked 
after the flefh? though wee walkein thefiefh , yet 
wee warr not dftcr the flefh , for the weapons of 
our warfare are not canal). In all this fhewing and 
teaching them that they {hould noteftecmeothim _ 


t in amonge the 
rhe 


|  hecamenot te make agreat outward boafting fhewe, 
and to fubdue and biing men in bondage by fich 
meanes , burby thepowerof thefpiit, for faith 


aceording tothe cut ward apparance inthe fiefh,for 


OF Magiftracie, 
Theweapis of ourwartare are not camall:bur faith cha- 
_ ppoftle Chap.1,23,Seeing that yefeeke experience of 
Chrift chat {peakech in me, let. chem knowe that have 
fiimed heretofore , and all others chacif lcome;a- 
gaine I will noc {pare All this& much more to this fen+ 
cc {peakes he co theCotinthians, Andto him fp; 
thofe thinges hefaict. Let fuch on 
thinke , chat as wee are in word bylettets , 
when wee areabfent , fuch alfo will wee, be indeed. 
whea Wee are prefeat, Thu; th-appoftle labors to 
fhewsthem that his minifterie was {piricuall, by the 

wer whereof hecame amongft chem ; but feexig 
they fought to difgrace his muulterie by difgraceing 
his perfon,they {hould tee he would be the fame in his 
deed prefent, that they coafefled him to be in writing 
abfent ¢ with what vaderitanding can men gather 
from hence , that there. may be no other weapons’ 
vfed in che world , theafuch weapons as th-appoftle 
Paul vied heere in his minulterie of 
falfe Appoitles. wee have written thus much of this, 
that you might fee how you. are feduced, by.milapply« 
ing the words of the Scripture . from the fence , which 


is coo viuall amongftyou,;... 
VWVel,, then in: this place wee have learned of th-ap- 
poftle what were his weaponsin the minilteric of his 
Appottlef hip, teaching the Difciples of Chrift ro vi¢ 
-onely fach weapons inthelike minifterie, 
Now let,'ys alfo for a full. fiaif hing of this point in 
hind be cazht.of the fame Appoftle ( teacaing by 
the fam. fpytit and anéthoritic, -with what weapons 
Magif‘rats muft adininifter withallia the office of 
Maziftracis, And thatis fhewved Rom, 3, where it 
is faid,they beare not thefward for nought: for they 
are the minifters of God: ro take vetigance on 
thardoewlls 
. 


Heere 


4 
| 
| ‘ 
| 


, _OfMagiftracie, : 
Hleere are the words &fence of the {cripture goeing 
her, & that evideacly without all condiction,thac 
hath given Magiftrats power from himiclt, 
‘to panif hand take vengance of all evill doers, 
forif they may take vengance ot onc, chen of Ten,& fe 
- Of Ten thou fand:this hath god appoinced,ordeyned Sg 
Cumaunded, who is a gracious, me-cifull god,& full of 
pictie 82 compaifioa, yea mare compaffronate , thea all 
amencan be: and therefore fet not pretznd holines 
an this their com>affionate anti pititu!l difpafteron, 
would nor have Magiftcats adininilter with the {word, 
for Sathatt'deceaves you thereby , and mikes you more 
pitifull ther sod,8¢ therein you finacm tzrevioullp, 
Wilen you reloyce in your felves, and thinke you do ex- 
ceeding we'l,But the thinge that mifleads you all is this: 
becanfe you can feeno fworde , bur che fword of the 
fpititjand no armor but {piricuall armor in the kingdo- 
me of Chritt: and therefore the diftiples ofthat kinz- 
dome (fay you ) mutt hive no other weapons,nor puc- 
on no other armor,and chen can there be no purting to 
death{nor ante warr neicher ought to be, bint all fpiricu-- 
Hall, Suffer our folifhnes,if wee fecine as fooles to fpea- 
kethus vnco you, 
thereisno erealure but {pirityall creafure,no baggs but | 
fpiricuall baggs Luk, 12, 33. No biuldings,but [piricuall 
waa biuldings. No apparell but {piricuall apparell 1, Pet. 
3.3. Nomeate but fpirituall meate Rom, 14,17. If then’ 
feu you will caft away all weapons and armor but fuch as | 
thedilciples of Chrift vit in his Kinzdome,fo mutt you 
m alfo caft away all your biges and treafure , and all your 
buyldings and houfes and you mutt weare no apparel, 
Duc {pirituall apparel, cate no meate burfpiricual! 
tc. [ftoall thisi¢beanfwered , that inthenew Te- 
ftamenct the lawfull vit of al thefe things be all ».ved, 
Hiwee anfwere even is ths lawfull, vie of Migiftzaci¢ 


ith the {word to puaifhevill doers allowed and ap- 


a 


vf 


Of Magiftricie, 


proved in the new Teftament, as is proved from Rona,’ 


13.which no man With anie confcience fFhalles 
ver beable co gainfay, Toconclude wee in lovebe- 
feech you to fee what an extreame ftraite you are 
brought vnto , ( wee meane all thofe that hold Magi- 
ftrats may not be of the Church of Chrift, and feraine 
their Maciftracie ) that you mult fay chat Magiftracie 
is not ordinance of god , and all chat is 
done by the po ver aud ducta oritie thereof is finne,and 
therefore Maziftcats may not be admitted to be ofthe 
Church of C hritt , except they caft away their Magi- 
ftracie: if you confeffe that it is an holic o-dinaace 
ot ged,and that che ad niniltration and ‘execution the- 
reot , aad whatfoever is done by the power andau- 
thoritie of che (aine according to the word of god,in 
the punifhing of evil doers and praifing & rewarding 


the weldoers be good , aad holie 3z inft in the fight of | 


God , then Maziftrars be of che Church of 
Ghrift ‘and tettiae their Mazifttacie: forno manmay 


be debarred out of the church of Chrift for doeing of | 


that which is holie and iuft & so6d, 
Bue to deale yet more plainely with you,that the 
vttermolt depeh of your ereor nity be difcovered, that 


you and all men m ty veterliederet and adbhorr ir, If 


you will fay that Migiftrats are ho otherwife the mi- 
nifters of god but as the déevills are which one of our 
owne countrimen, the forenamed Mr. letvafle Nevile 


' ( falling vpon chis , and others your errors ) moft blaf- 


phenouily hath afirmed except you will alto hold 
thefame, (which god forbid thi anie child of god 
fhould do}you can neverdeny Magiittats for being 
of the Church of Chrift : for if you confefle that they 
are the holie and good minifters of god applicing then 
felves there vato, then how can you deny che: as vn- 
fice to vets of the Church of Chrilt, andthat 
onsly becaufe they the h aad good fninilters of god 


| 
| 
| 
| 
La) 
| 
| 
| 


their minilteric office and c 
ynco they ate appoinced of God, 
_ And now may you fee chat wee‘had iuit caufe in 
the begining ofthis queftion to endeavor to fhewe 
thac the lord requireth a diligent , faichfull willing 
obedience of Magiftrats : But the devills obey of for- 
¢eand againft their will, And Ged dorhnever ma- 
ke chem muniltets of his mercie to anie , wee fee 
hecre , Godhath ordeyned 
good, both inmercicand juftice , alwell corewatd 
$ae weldoers as to punifh theevilidoe:s, Of all the 
“people vpon carth none have more caufe, to be thank~ 
full co for this blefled ordinance of Magittracie 
then you,and this whole countrie and nation, iuchat 
God hath by his power and aucthoritie given vito 
you magiltrats,who haye fo deftéded delivered you 
fr6 the had of 4 cruell diftroyer.& will you not with- 
ftanding contemne this his holie ordinance ; andac- 


counte it asa vile thinge? far be it from you to cons 


‘tinewe.n this your fo great evill, 

Thinke not that in che handling of this print, wee 
feeketo.bring your perfons in queftion or contempt 
with the higher powers,thelord iknowes wee have no. 
fuch integut , wee knowe theic worthie patience in 


Dearing with your great weaknefles herein, but ta 


bring. chis error into contempt amongeyou , chat 
you might forfake it ,. that.is ic wee fecke , and chat 
the finple harted might not be betrayed with it as 
. they are, not knoweing how farr that deccipfuil opi- 
nion leadsthem , and ail vnderafhewe of Godiines; 
Much more might be then wee arc able ro fay,and 
wee would willingly. have fuid fome ching: more of 
‘this poine & of orhers , bur char itus fo dificult to. 


thus much more vnto you to Proucake you to 


tread 


litratshis minilters for 


it fett over into your langnige, Give vs leaye to, 


| 
| 
| 


tread vndér foote this vnholic diffofition that feemes 
to be fohotie , and makes you flatrers your felves , 
and thinke -your felves moft holie herem , and that 
| is, in that you would not have evill deers punifhed 
| with thefword, Yowpleafe your felves much, in 
| 
| 


your pittifull difpofitions herein , and thinkeyou 
pleafeGod , when iris mott evident that you hinne. 
herein : fer it is the goed will , plea- 
ure, and comaundement of God that evill doers. 
{hould be runifhed ‘by thefword , and tothatend 
hehath given rower ard autthoritie to Magiftrats , 
and you contrarie to the good will and pleafire of 
[+ Ged , would nét havé eviil doers punif hed with the 
fword, ‘Is not this your great finne: to becontrarre 
-  mynded to Ged ? take heed Jeaft by this your difpofi- 
4 tion you could alfo wifh ordifirethat wicked men 
dieing in their finne , might not ‘be damned , ‘where+ 
by you fhould wifh the vtrer dif honor of Ged 
for then fhould the emmies of Ged triumpheever 
him 3 and chen would they to. fcomneand, 
have him in great derifion ¢ ‘but God fhall laugh, 
| at their diftiuétion and mocke when themfeateco~ 
meth> Pro, y,26: And all: the Saintts-of God. 
| fhall reioyce with him, © Reuel, «18, 20. And ifthe 

| Sainéis in heaven reioyceand praife God: , ‘when he 
punifheth and taketh vengance on the wicked,oughe 
not the Sainéts vpon earth toreioyce and praile God 
they fee or heare that the evill doers are punif- 
heere onearth by fuch power and auitthoritic as 
od hathappointed. Andthegare the more topral- 

¢ God , fecing theholie ghoftgoth «cilifie., that 
ila it is for their wealth, what great finne of ingratiu- 
de and ynthankfulnes.isthis then in all you: that 
| fo difaprove of Magiftrats .,. and of their punk 
{hing of evill doers by the fword, the which Or 
1. dinance if ig were not, -all-the Gedle; « 


4 


earth fhould be deftroyed and che moft Godly firft, 
Now wee know. that God is able to.defend his wiche ff 
out ehe_fword,but m thac he hach appointed this holy 
ordinance of Migiftracie for the prelervation and de- 
fenceof all good men,& for the {ubdueing & keeping 
vaderand cutting of the evill doers, let none make the 
felves more wile and more holie chen God,which you 
alldothardifaprove of Magiltracie, Repent,for your 
finneing with a high hand herein , in dif honoring God 
by difaproveing his holic ordinance of Magifcracie; 
which he hath comaunded {hould be honored wich | 
all godly fearereverence and gbedience. Andif you 
| wili truely obey god herein,then muft you 
‘| (being comaunded by the aucthoricic of the Magiftra- 
cy) be ready with your gwae petfons , and ail chat you 
have,tof{upport & defend. chat {word of juftice which 
they ‘beare and wherewith they adminifter by chat 
_ powerand auctiio ritte which they have from ged: for 
who) ate’ ficter to fupport and mainteyne the holy or- 
dinance of god then they that protet{e ro be che chil- 
dten of and w hoarefitet to feight and good 
bareells then good and men; and what fimplicitic 
that itis motelawfullcohier mento | 
feight abattle,then to feightit them felves. The people 
of ifraelbthae were the people of god never did fo, 
they fought thebartlesof the lord them{elvésjand the 
the lord-wenc furch with their armies , and-gave them 
vidtory-overtheif enimies; andput theirnadverfartes 
flighe, ‘and if magifteacie bea holy ordinance of God 
nowy as it was then, ites as lawfull for them to detend 
their conitries and people as it was then,and fo is ic as 
lawfull for the fervants: of god, and they.ought being 
cotiaundéd ‘by the magiftrars to go to warr as well ab 
nowias‘theh:and the fervanes of god might with better 
more comfortg.» to barrie chem [el- 
ves ( being comatinded by the higher powers chat aye 


| | | 
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have they not brought in damnable heiefies *dothey 


@& F Magiftracie, 9 
of god)although they died in battle then to hier mé 16 
be flaine for fem, to whome the caufe belonges nor, 

There isno religion in this that magiftrats by 
of your ynwillingnes to go to battle, for thecauleo 
and for your owne {afeties & prefervationthould 
forced to hier men to feight for you ( although you 
pay for it )and in all this you pretend Religion and 
confcience : but it is evident by the wordofged 
that if magiftracie be a holie ordinance of gcd, it isto 
be fupported by all holy andgeod men, and meanes:? 
And if it be not a hely Ordinance of god, then are mas 
giftrars bur the minifters of god as the devills are: then 
are they not to be obeyed for confcience fake,nor to be 
honored ¢ for wee are not bound of confcience to ho= 
norand obey the power, aucihoritie , and tuiniftery of 
devills , butto ref flict : and fe Th-aprefile Pauls 
dodtrine Rom.13, and Th-appoftle l eters de€tzine,+. 
Pet,2.3.317,1s al] made falfé and erronicus, But farbe - 
it from anie that have anie tcuch of true godlines , to 
deny that holy ordinance of magiftracte , andfoto 
overthrowe the holy doctrines of Th-aprofiles. Let 
the godly bewarr of fuch, ‘Th-appottle Peter hath 
foretold of them , and of their manner of proceding, 


for. 


Firft he fheweth that there fhalbe falfe teachers, 
which privilie {hall bring in damnable herefies , evem 
denying the lord that hath bought them, and by ther 
fol'owers the way cf truth f halbe evill fpoken of Ard 
thee are they which fhali ditpife gowe rment;whicly 
are bould,and ftand in their owne concript , and feare 
not to fpeake evill of them that aren dignitie 2. Pet.25 

_ 3-10, let vs applie this to the perfuns ard c>ute in hand: 
Thefe men that moft ftifely Rand againft magifiracte, 


not deny the lord that hath bought them? are nor the- 
ferhey. thasdeny che true humanitic of C hi iff, deny 
ing | 


| 
| 


mg him to have hada true earthly: naturall -bodie-; 
wherewith hebought them : which they that deny 
or areignotantof , thathe ‘had acrue natural! earth- 
ly bodie, they deny , andare ignorant thar thelord 
hath bought them, VVee will not now fpeake to. 
therelt of their damnable herefies ¢ but to come to. 
this whichis one of them, they difpif: goverment, and, 
fpeake evill of them that are ia dignicie. Can there 
be greater dilpifers of goverment then they that des 
ny. it to be lawfull co punifh evill doers with the 
fword. , for take away the {ivord and where is go- 
verment , willevill doers be governed witharodof 
rced? do wee not {ce daylie chat manie feares noc the 
fword? and ifthe {word of juttice Were taken away, 
‘all. goverment Were overthrowne , and can there be 
greater difpilers of goverment ; then they that would 
altogether over throweit, | And they {peake evill of 
them that are in dignitie and aucthoritie, Do not 
 thefe men f{peake evill of them when then teach and 
tondemne theth for evill doers in their execution of 
juitice againit offenders 2 and can they grea- 
ter cvill chen to fay , they are fuch evill doers as 
are not worthie to be menibers of the Church of 
Chrift ? whatgreater evill and conteinpt can be calt 
vponthem , both beforeGodand his people : for 
hereby they areabfolutely dentyed to be the minifters 
Of god, but as the devills are,Can there greater evil be 
fpoken then this, Tomakeitmiore plaiae, that you 
which teach thefethinges again{t Magiftracy are thele 
falfe Theachers that the Appoltle Peter heere fpeaketh 
of; ‘Thisis one{peciall marke,that “you do it privilie, 
_ for can falfe ceachears teach ::tore privilie then you 
that teach this? Sure you ‘do not vnderftand teaching 
+privily to be in corners and privic places , Th-appottie 
Jhewes thatismoc his meaning here, for he 
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| of bringing in herefies’ privily in teaching of do&inineg 


Of Magiftracie. 79 


and is not this herefie againft Magiftrats mof privily. 
brought in vnder a culler frcm our Saviour C hr ifts 
owne Words where hefaih, It {hall not befo among 


* you : And from Th-appoftles words, The weapons 


of our warfare arenot carnall, Isit not privily donee 
to wreft the {criptures fo deceitfully from afhewe 
of words leaving the true fence of the place , and here- 
ty concluding metft privifieand decenfully , that Ma 
giftrats bearing the {word may not be of the kingdo- 
me of Chrift nor ofhisChurch. But let that fuffice 
which is {poken before of the mifvnderftanding of 
thefe Scriptures. Ard fee further , hc w vnder this 
firft dzmnable herefie of denying Magiftrats to be of 
the Church , incf privily isthis herefie brought in 
that Magiftracie is veterly vnlawiull , ard all that is 
done by the power and avéthoritie thereof is finne ; 
for as wee have {hewed there is nothirge but finne de- 
barrs anie from being members of C hrifts |\Church, 
they then that hold that Magiftracie debarrs mem 
ficm being members of Chnifts Chorch, mult needs 
hold that Magiftracie is inne: and that Magiftrats by 
reafon of their office andaucthoritie are finners, Fot 
although a Magitiat fhould mamifeft never fo great 
faith and repentance , yet thefe men will rot yeild that 
he may be of the ChurchofChrift: for except hecaft 
away his Magiftracie, his faith ardrepentance isno- 
thinge, This yrholy Office &vnfarCtified auCthoritie 
coth ytterly overth: owe faith and repentance. Let 
it not difpleafe yon that wee writethus plainely : fot 
if it be a holie Office, and Sartified avéthoritie, then 


it cannot debarr anie fré being members of the church 


Thus tay you, 8all fge,thae thefe ameng you which 
teach thet Magiftrats may not be of the Church, 
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And that it is nor lawtull tor them to punith 
doers with thef{word, nor by the {werd ro mainteyne 


— 


OF mapiftrale; 


warr for the prefervation of their ,contries & people, 
thefe are they that privily bring in damnable hereties, 
defpifing goveiment avd {peaking evill of thof thae 
are in dignitie and aucthowuue,in that hereby they fecke 
the veter overthrowe of all goverment , and acc: mpt 
aucthoritie and magifiracie moft vile becaufeevall 
doers are punifhed thereby, which you teach ought 
not to be, but is finne & wickednes tobedone, And 
if allmen in thefe Provinces ynder che goverment of 
the lords & {tats generall were of your mynds,as you 
would have them,where were goverment and magi« 
ftrars ? were ic not ai] inthe dult Thus Is it evident 
that you would have Kirgs, Princes, & magikrats ve- 
terly abolif{hed, Is hor this hercfie privily broughr 
in ; vnder fo greata {hewe of godlines to defiroy the 
holy ordinance of god:: and how manic of you vnder- 
ftand that this herefie leads you to accompt magiftrats 
the miniliers of god, byt asthe devills are wee hore 
there are thé fands of you that have no fuch thoughs, 
and yet it is Moft jad cannot beavovded but 
it is,the end of your ground & rule, Is not thi. privily 
brought in2Ke not therefore deccived by furre & 
blefpeaches for wee pr: felle ynto you, by this 
tharis already {aid it donot plainely appeare to anie 
indifferent readcr that your ground leads you to this, 
that all chat magiftrats do ; by veitue and power of 
their Office in panif hing evill dvers ) 1s {une in them; 
if aniethinke good to oppofe wee wil by gods affiftan- 
ce makeic moft ctere, that all may fee that wincke 


_ not with their eies. — If therefore you like not to hold 


that magiltrats are otherwife the minificrs of god, 
butas the devils are,then leave of ailo to hoid thar ma- 
giftrats by reafon of their mayiltracie are to be cebar- 


sed out of the Kingdome or Church of Chrifr, aoe 
alio 
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in theft thinges wee have fj 


ke to 
Churches and congregations ; as gather together 2 
holy people ; wp pee 


— 


dently overthrowe ie in che whole earths 


_ for if God would have alll Kings & Princes faved , anid 


come to the knowledg profefiio of his truth,Which 
Th-appottlefaith he would x, Tim,2; 2.4. and you 
confeiie the fame , and if they cannot come to the 
knowledg and profeffion of the truth except they caft 
away theit ar, ger (as you fay and hold) chen mutt 
all Magittrac ie be caft away in the whole world ; for 
God would have all the Kings Princes,and Magiltrats 
vp6 the earth cocome to the know ledg of the truth & 
befaved, Andtfyeulikenot co overchrowe all Ma« 
gies and ;Magiltracie in the ‘earth, chen leave of to 

old that they may not beof the kingdome & church 


ef Chrift. 


One other marke that vag oe are the falfe Tea~ 
chers Th-appoitle {peakes of, is, that you ftand in yout 
ewne conceite, this wee have found in fome of you, 
and wee tequire wee may not now finditin you 


 forthenfhallit appeare evidently vnto ali men. 


‘Thus have wee in thefe pointes wherein wee differ 
Frots you, {poken fo farr as Ged hath enabled v$, bee 
feeching you ail with finglenes of hare to try your 
en of,and thac 
ufe you have 


ou wotild not hold thefé opinions , 
d them long,but that you will loveingly 
to fearch the Scriptures ; and fee: whether you have 
any Good warrant thus co hold and profeffe and teach 
men fo, Approve your felves now vnto ¥s , and nto 
allmen , that you walke not blindty in the ftepps of 
ehem that have gone before you , but that you 

and endeavor to walke by true fanttified knowledg 
from the Scriptures,atid that you do not fo much{ee- 
heape multitudes 5 and buildvp 


ic Chall appeare, chatchis yourgrourid doth evi- 


| 


beadvifed 
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Of Magiftracie, 
feffion of the true faith , that you may be approved of 
God , which neither you nor anie people can ever do; 
except you firft make f{ure, that your doctrine be pure , 
and vndefiled : for though a pa {hould never fo 
much excell in all holines of converfatiog , yea though 
they { hould excell in works, in love,& fervice , in faith 
&z patience, 8& that their workes fhould be more at. 

Tafte thé at firftReuel,2,19.yet if they fuffer faife doctri- 
ne&falfe teachers,they ate impure& polluted churches 
for a little leavé leaveneth the whole lumpe Gal.5,9,82 
the lord will not approve of them, but will certenly — 
come againft rhéwith the {word of his mouth,& will re 
move.their candleftickes out ofthere pfaces. 

This- the] ord ;faith, but who beleeves the word of 
the lord herein, If Churches and Congregations did 
beleeve thefe werds of the lord, it would make them 
try their doctrines by the word of thelord,& go vpon 
found grounds with knowledg & ynderftanding from 
the word of truth , being teftified ynto them by the 
teaching of the fpirit, of God, and not receive dochi- 
nes vpon the good opinion they have of cheit Teachers 
knowledg,holines & faithfulnes, although they fhould 
excell in all thefe thinges : neither ace the people of . 
God be carried away: after anie do€trines by the ftron- 
ge working affections of their mynds , judging it to be 
the workmg of the {pirit of God , when it is nothinge 
but the {pirit of theiriowne affections , wherein they 
may have great motions and feelings with much zea- 
lc but not according to knowledg,Rom.10,2, There- 
fore are wee comaunded not to belecveevery {pirit,. 
neither in our {elves nor in others : butto try firft whe~ 
therthey be of God; And hereby fhall weeknowe 
the fpirit of ertor, Ifwee heare Gods word 1,loh. 

is , if wee fearch and try everie thinge 
Ohthat Churches and cchs regations 
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you which finne after the like manner of tr 


| Of Magiftracie,: 
looke vato their waies, and not hofd errors for com=. 


| “nae fake, nor walke in by pathes by affections : Itis 


trer to hold the truth alone, & to. walke nthe waies. - 
thereof, cotrary to all theaffectios of che hart, which is. 
deceitfull:but this is a hatd doctrine, who is able to hea. 
reit, It isa pleafing thinge*to walke in a profeffon of. 
Religion with a multitude, and: efpecially if but fome. 
of the grounds of their faich agree with mens mynds,. 
This overthrowes the ficlt beginings of the Religion of 


God when men will chufeto walke with that people,. : 


and in that profeifion of faith that belt pleafeth their. 
mynds,not fo much regarding the truth-of their faith. 
nor their holy walkeing therein : although they may . 
mifllike fome thinges yet if fome pleafe them well,they. 
will not. differ for {inake matters: and. whentheyare: 
once gathered and knist together inamultitude, then | 


though error after error be 'difcovered, and finne after 


finnecomitted , there may beno breaking vpon anic 
conditions, And this averthrowes ail growth of Re 
ligion, VVce wifh you and all great congregations to 
looke to your felves , that you be not more carefull co 
Mainteyne your mileitudes thé the lords truth, It isnot 


‘| amuteitude in error & finne,that can pleafe God : Nog, 
» a fewe walking together in the truth with holines - 


Lhalbe acceptable in his fight, ifthey be but twoor 
three, he willbe in themidit of them, Thetefore pleafe 
not your felyes in your multitudes , walking info - 
manie ertors as you do: forif you repent not ofghele 
whereof wee have made mention,and of allqther your — 
errors and falfe doétrins mainteyned amongft you, the 
lord will affluredly make you defolate: for ghus hati 
he threatned , and executed his judgment vpon Perga= 
mus and Thyatira becaufe they repented not:and he 
threatnes will execute the fame jndgment vpoa 


if you repentnot, And your : and grates being 


y 


ale léffe then the gifts and graces of thofe Churches 
and your falfe doctrines and finnes already manie moe, 
thegreater , andinore fpedily will his jugdments be 
you,if you repenc not’, which wee vnfainedly di- 
frethe lord to give you Gracetodo ; Bewarnedyou | 
that are leaders, whilitig isto day, & harden not your 
harts : why fhould you perifh in your finnes ? & lead 
fo manic fimples foule ro deftruction with you, 
Thus ptaying all che us harted amongft you, 
to remember that the wife man faich, Open rebuke is 
berrer then fecreet love, and the wounds of a lover are 
faithfull Pro.27.5.6,| And ‘wee will hope that chough 
wee ou, weefhall'atlength find more love 
(which is all wee require of ‘you ) then they that fo | 
flatter you with their tougnes, The grace of our lord 
ictus Cheift,be with you Amen 


Cant, 4.8 


Ome from Lebanon , even come 
from Lebanon , and looke from | 
the ropp of Amanah , from the toppof | 
Shenir.and Hermon, from the Denns of — 
the Lyons , and from the mountaynsof | 


the 


rig 
wit 
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» Gl... 


Toall the moftt vvorthy Gover- 


8s 


nors, Learned Teachers, and Godly people 


of all eftats and conditions in thefe vnited Pro- 
vinces, Grace and peace from God the 
father, and ow lord Jefus Chrift, 


VVEz amonge the reft of the people of 
God , that profelle the gofpel of Iefus 


Garift,have great coal to praife the lord. for the 
freedome & libertie that wee have in thefe Pro-’ 
vinces to profefle & {peake in the name of Iefus : 
and weeare bound , anddo withall humblenes 
of hart thankfullie acknowlegdit. And wee be= 
feech the lord in metcie ta recompence it feaven- 


into the bofome of thole that are inauctho- 


titie, by whofe great fauour wee enioy this bleiled 
and comfortable libertie : che which hbertie wee. 
have not the leaftthouhts to abufe. neither ( by 
the grace and mercie of God )will ever willingly 
do. Atdweehumbliecrave now,that wee may 
with fayourand good acceptance vie this Chii- 
{tid libertie thus farras to propound »ne ground 


of Religion by way of queftion and demaund,& 


wee doubr not ( through rhe grace of Godt) but 
it being throughly and faithfullie debated and 
tryed by the Godly, wife,& Icarned,ic willout a 
Chort end to that longe continewed cuntrover- = 
fie of Gods eternall decree of hfe and deathrofal- 
vation and condemnation, And chus wikhre- 


verence and due refpect vnto all degices of pet- 
fons 


3. 
4 
‘ 
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fers wee proceed. 
"Our firft queftion and demaundis. 

t. VVerher God decreed not that if Adam did 

obey, he fhoald live ? 


Oarfecond, 


2, VVhether God did nor, according to'this his 
decree,cteate Adam iu his owne jmage Gen. 1-17. 
Inrightcoufnes , Sctrue holines Ephe.4. 24.gi- 
veing him thereby freewill & power, in, and of 
himiclf,chat he might obey ali 


ive? 
‘Our third, 


g- WVhetherGod did not according to this his 
decree & worke of creation give Adim his co- 
inaundemeat cto obey, & live:Gen. 2:16.17. 


Ourfoyyrth. 


4. God then decrecing that if Adam did obey 
he thould live,and giveing him freewil & power 
in,& of himfelfihat he might obey & live , and 
co:naunding him to obey & live. Our demaund 


.is,wich whar mannerof vnderltanding it can be 


held or faid,that God decreed Adam fhould difo- 
bey & dyc 2 were not this to m&ke God in his de- 
$ice,in his worke, & in his comaundmentcon- 


— 


ima 
| 
| 
| 
4h 
| 
t 
iu 
Th 
if | 
it 
| 
| 
J a 


trary to himfelf? doth God ‘decree thar if Adam 
did obey he fhould live, 8 deeree that he fhould 
difobey 8¢ dye? doth God ¢reate Adam aftér his 
Ownejmage, with power & will to worke righ: 
teou(nes,& decree that he.fhould worke vurigh- 


=tequines & finne?doth God comaund Adim to. 
| obey,8& decree he fhould difobey? wee demaund ; 
how thefe thinges can agree. it 

Oar fift, 


VVhether God ever made anie other decree 
with man-kind conceriming life & death falva- 
tion & condemnation but that he made with A- 
dam? Then God not decreing Adam tofinne,by 
whome finne entred Rom.s.12. Nor Adam to 

becondemned , by whole finne, condemnation 
cameonall men Rom. 5.18. hovv canit be faid, 
that God hath decreed anie man to fiane:orani¢ . 

‘Man ty condemnation ? 


6. VVhether Gods decree vvas not fd befareall 
beginings. That if Adam defobeyed finned 
he fhouldJye?Gen. 2.17..hovy theo isitfad, 
 thatit vvas Gods decree that lef houid difodey 

& dye? both thefe cannot ftand : & can che farlt 
be denyed? 


| 
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Our Seaventh, 
Wanie fhould’ vnadvifednes not 
knovving God, or of vvilfall vvickednes , deny 

Adam before his fall te have freevvill & povver 

to vvorke righteoufnes : vvee demaund of theny 

yvas not his vnderftanding holy ? his vvill holy ? 
andall the taculties & povvers of his foule & bo- 
die holy?& had he not povver to vfe them’ holily? 

If all thefe rhinges vvere not f0, hovv is that true 

yvhich God hath faid. in the jmage of God crea- 

tedhe him, 


8. VVhether Adam before his fall did nor vfe 
all the faculties & povvers of his foule & body 
vvholy to Gods glory ? vvhen the lord brought 
vnto him afl the foule of heaven & every beatt of 
the feild , to {ee hovv he vvould call! rhem,and he 
gave names vntoall cattle,& to the foules of hea- 
ven , & to every ‘beaft ofthe feild: as alfo vwhen 
the lord bré6ught thevvoma he had made,to Ada, 
Adam faid , this novv is bone of my bone & 
ftefh of my fle(h , fhe Chalbe called vvoman be- 
caufe fhe vvas taken out of man. VVee de- 
maund , vvhether it be not heare moft evident & 
_ plaine, that Adam had free povwver over his vn- 
derftanding vvill,& affections ,vyhen he did the- 
ethinges tothe glory of God ? 


Our 
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ef his honor herein, 


Our Nynth. - 


9, Adam haveing then freevvill &povver from — 
God in,& by his creation to obey & live , hovy 


can it poffibly be faid that Godin hiseternalde, | 


eree decreed him oranie man to condemnation > 
difite a Godly carefull confideration & 
reveivving of thefe things, for vpon this gtound | 
depends the vvhole caufe of Predeftination and 
gods decree cdcerning falvarid & cGdénati6:for if 
Adi had freevvil & povver to obey,vvhich mever 
mii thanknevve God yet denyed,then hovv coul 
God decree anie man to condemnation ?‘and if 
Adam had not freevvill and povver to obey,then 
God decreed he fhould difobey & finne,& then 
hovv can it be denyed but God hath decreed men 
to condemnation , & {0 isvniuerfall redemption 
viterly overthrovvne: for hovv ceuld Chrift ree 
deame all, & God decree fome to be condemned: 
But if Adam had freevvill and povver to obey, - 
then God decreed 110 man to condemnation: and | 
if God decreed no man tocondemnation before 
the begining of the vvorld,then the lambe flayne 
ftom before the begining of the vvorld , maft 
needs be givena Redeamer for all men. And 
then are all men bound to glorifieGodintharhe - 
hath given a Saviour tnd meanes of falvation 
forthem. Butifhe be nor givena faviour forall 
men, then the en of men in the vvorld, 
have nocaufe to' glorifieGod therein. And vvee 
demaund wvhether this be not greatly to rob god 
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Andlet vs yeecequier one thinge more at yout 


handsrhat baptize infants : vwwhether you donot 


| 


baprife théas being redeamed by Chrift 


shat you declare ‘them ( asappearerh in your 
formeof baptife ) to be fanctitied in Chriftand 

~ therefore chat they ought to be Baptized, as mé- 
of the Church, vyhich is the bodice of Chrifte 


Sarely it cannot be but thar you faithfullie belec- 


all the infants you Baptife are redeamed 


by Chrift or els you vvould not Baptife them into 
thename of Chrift,& acknoyvv ledg ché members 
of hisbodie. And if you do hold,all che infants 


you Baptife to beredeamed by Chrift,then if your 


rule of perticuler Redem pee & perticuler Pre- 
deftination, be atruc rule, you muft needs hold 


thatall Ducch-land muft be faved, andnooneof 


them can be condemned: and fo mult you hold 


the like of all England,all France,allScotland and 
generally, of all the Nations yvhofe Baptiling of 
infants you approve of. And.in that you ap- 
prove of the of'all the Turkes, andall 

thens vvhat foever & their infants, if they. 
fhould come the acknovvledging of the. 


the Heathens vvhar 


faith of Iefus Chrift vvhich vvee hops nonecan 


‘macdall the vvorld, ify ou vvould but rightly vnde 


. fay,butthey may, do you.not herein moft plaine: 
‘{hevve that youho!d Chrit hath Redeamed 
thé alfo:& thus you hold thar-Chrift hath Redea- 


ftad your felvesin your avvne groiid,vvhich vvee 


_befeech you to Edeavourto do,& fo fhall you be 
lable ( through Gods grace ) to giuea good teafon 


= 
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of yourfaith 


Godly carefull advifednes throughly to confider 
_ of thefe few thinges fo fimplie and plainely fer downs, 
_ That althe honor and praife that is due ynto-Chrift 
for chat his great worke of Redemption might freely 
be given ynto him : and chat none that profefie and fea- 
re his name would ftrive to lefien his ynfpeakeable 
worke of mercie herein, whereby they do not onely 
lefien che honer praife due vnto hin for that his 
fo gracious worke of redeamingall without refpect of 
perfons,but they do alfo deprive ‘the people of God of 
the true vnderftanding of Gods equall grace and mer- 
cie vato all, being all but vnder one and the fame tranf- 
ereflion in Adam,by whofe finne onely condemnation 
went over all, the which finne in Chrift was for given 
Adam , and then muttit needs be for given to all his 
polteritie, feeing God doth not punifh the Child for 
the fathers finne, efpecially forgiveing the father that 
_ finne, Let men beware how they take from the word. 
of God,and fo flee the vengeance that is to.come vpon 


Grace be yvithyou Amen, 


Nd whereas it is fufpeéted that they ‘which hold 
A vniuerfal Redemption,do , or muft hald freewill , 
wee defire to teltifievnto all, for the cleering of our 
~ felves from the fufpeét of chat moft damnable herefies 


that god in mercie hath thus fare given vs grace talee » 


That who foever holds vniuerfall redéption by Chritt, 
they cannot hold frewill, ifthey haveanie yvaderitan~ 
ding : ffor freewill doth vrtetly abolif,hChrit and 
deftroy faith,and fet vp workes : for freewill isto ha- 
ve abfolute power ina mans felfco workerighteouls 


Oh that wee mighton Chrifts be half require oft 
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obey god in ‘perfedt obedience; And fuch men 
-peedno Chrult, and if anief halbe fo blind as co thinke 
ghae Chrift reftored man into his former eftace of In- 


nocencie,thé mut there needs be a new tree of know- 
ledg of good, and evill for thereis no other way he- 
wed in Scriptures, for a perfect man that is reftored 
to Adams eltate,to finne , but by eating of that tree 

apd if man be reftored to perfection : or if all men fell 
not in Adam,as the {criptuses teltifie they did,Rom, 
32.18, then man hath power in himtclt to obey,and 
ret ge may yet ‘obey , and fo ftand no need of 

rl | ‘ 

_VVe knowe not anie certentie of thefe mens opi 
nions,therefore wee will not enter into them , onely 
one man once told vs he had freewill , but wee found 
him to hold fo manie other horrible opinions wherein 
he was fo olbftimate as wee had no faith no have anie 
further conference with him, To thefe men onely 
thusmuch dio wee fay,that thus {peaketh the word of 
god Gen,s,2,, God created Adam, In the likenes of god 


<= 


made he him and verf£3, Adam lived an hundreth and © 


thirtie yeres , and begat a child in his owne likenes,af- 
ter his ymagc«:, If mé cannot {ee heare that Adam begat 
not a child ir: che likenes of god, but in his owne like- 
nes 3 and chat thelikenes or ymage of god , whichis 
Perfection , righteoufnes, and truc holines,doth differ, 
and is cleane contrary to the likenes and jmage of fin- 
full Adam, who when he begat Sheth his fonne was 
Of himfeif an imperfe€t,vnholy , vnrighteons man. Lf 
they cannot fee this, then are they void of all know- 
ledg ofgod And thus much wee for aremem-~ 


brance to all thofe that ftand for freewill , that they 


may looke backe in whole jinage and likenes they are 
Begotren,and if their fathers begatt them in the ;mage 
of God,then are they certenly perfect, holy and righ- 
pous,and have freewill; but iftheir tatshers began 
them 
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them, in their owne jmage and likenes,as Adam bepare 
Sheth his fonne,then let them with David cry outand =| 
confeiie. BeholdI was borne ‘ininiquitieandinfinne | 
hath my mother conceived me. Pfal.s3.6, Andif | 

_ they confefle that they were borne in iniquitie & cons 

ceived in finne as the holie man‘David was , how doth 

_ the devill bewicch them to make thém thinke ; that 

_ they are perfe& and have freewill, 

For our felves wee confefle with, Th-appoftle Ront, 
7-18.wee knowe is in out fief h dwelleth 
no ¢,AndChrit hath taught vs Io, 3.6, Thae 
which s of th flefh is fefhend therefore muft 
needs onely do theworkes of the flefh : & that which 
is borne of the {piritis {pirit , and therefore all that are 
borne of the flefh muft be borne againe , before they 
can be fpirieuall. And wee confefle with the fame Ap 
poftle 1. Cor, 1,30, That wee are of Godonely in 
Chrift Iefus, who of god is made vnto vs, wifedome 

and righteoufnes and fandtification and redemption, 8 
Eph, 2.8.9, By grace onely are wee faved through 
faith, and not of our {elves but of the gift of god 
not of workés. Letit heere be obferved that faith isa 
_ Created quallitie in man,as knowledg is, which being 
fanttified by the yt of grace, is knowledg to falva- 
tion,and faith to falyations: And therefore our faviour 
Chrift { heweing that knowledg is hot fufficient faith, 
Not the knowers of my will but che doers are } 
And the holy ghoft ( {peakeing of faith) faith. Faith: 
without works is dead, {heweing that the devils be- 

Jeeve Jam.2, And therefore faith is not a new ift, but 
it is Grace in Chrift which Th-appoftle faithinthis (1% 
is the giftof God whereby mens knowledgand | 
aith are fanctified to fal vation, and {o are faved by gra- 
ce onely, through faith fanétified by that grace ofgod | 
in Chriit, And this grace of god, which is his merct 
by Chrift , hath god gived toall : for that grace 
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bringeth ail mien ha th apped- 


Ped Tit, 2-10. but all receive it not,as Paule and Barnas 


bas teftifie againit the lewes Act,13.46,faieing. Yee 


put from you the word of God and judg your felves © 


-voworthy of life, And Stephen{aithto them 
ve 


Yeeha 


the deceite of Sathan and tinne ) are carried intot 
errors before fpoken of,and wee knowe not into how 


‘Manie mo grevious & damnable, may not bea ftum- 


‘diligence to bring them out of theif. ectrots , ifit 


ip 


bling biock to hinder anie gracious hart from fear- 


ching,feekeig aftcr,8& ébraceing anie truthof god they 


hold. Let the blefied truch of god’ be never the lefie-_ 
beloved & liked of,becaufe‘manie that protefle it hold 


fearefull errors, buc rather embrace it and vie ail godly: 


| waies refilted the holy ghoft. 
Now wee pray that the grear iniquitie of fuch as ( by ie 
e 


fe ible, leaft they perif h in them, which is greatly,to | | 


be feared in manic of chem, 
THE END. 
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